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MARIJUANA DELAY
By Bob Katzen

The House and 
Senate approved 
and sent to Gov. 
Baker a controver-
sial bill that delays 
by six months, 
from January 2018 
to July 2018, the 
earliest possible 
date for the open-
ing of retail recre-
ational marijuana 
stores in the Bay 
State.

Continue to 
page 31

Join us for Brunch at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville every Sunday for all your 
breakfast and dinner favorites, raw bar, fresh fruits, omelettes station, danishes, muffins, 
carving station with roast sirloin, ham, turkey, also seafood newburg, pastries, desserts and 
more! Special $18.99 per person by mentioning this ad!  

Photos by Frank Santangelo & Rosalee Zammuto                                 By William Tauro 
In its annual tradition, the City of Somerville kicked off the New Year (and Somerville’s 175th Birthday celebrations) this past Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017, 
with a reenactment ceremony for the 241st anniversary of the “Grand Union” flag-raising ceremony at Prospect Hill Park.   
Continued to pages 15 & 19

The Ville From Above 
Photos

By
Frank Santangelo 

pg  39

Somerville’s 241st Grand Union 
Flag Raising on Prospect Hill 2017

CustomServe CD Specials 
Choose the term that works best for you 

 
 

 
*Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is effec�ve 01/04/17.  This offer may be subject to change or be withdrawn without prior no�ce.   
Minimum opening deposit and minimum balance required to obtain “APY” is $500.  Substan�al penalty may be  imposed for early  
withdrawal.  Fees may reduce earnings. 

15 Month CD 
1.35% APY* 

30 Month CD 
1.50% APY* 
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Newstalk Shout Out Weekly

Here’s Your Locations Where You Can Pick Up 
Your Copy of The Somerville News Weekly 

The Somerville News Weekly Print edition that comes out every Tuesday and can 
be found weekly in the bright red Somerville News boxes located at the follow-
ing locations across the Ville: Union Sq. Post Office, Dunkin Donuts Magoun Sq/
Dunkin Donuts Somerville Ave (across rink)/Dunkin Donuts Broadway at Mc-
Grath Hwy/ Dunkin Donuts Middlesex Ave, Dunkin Donuts Twin City Plaza, 
Clairton Hill Bus stop, Victor’s Deli & Ball Square Cafe in Ball Square, Winter Hill 
Post Office and Davis Square in  front of Mike’s Restaurant. The paper can also be 
found at all municipal buildings including Somerville City Hall, Traffic & Parking 
and all Council of Ageing Buildings, Casey’s Bar Broadway, All Winter Hill Banks, 
Nissenbaum’s Auto Parts, Cambridge Portugese Credit Union, Century Bank, 
Lotus Express, Brady Towers, Claidon Hill Apartments, Cobble Hill Apparetments, 
The Armory, Quick Mart Highland Ave, Somerville High, & Eleven next to Trum 
Field, 350 Foodmart, Jerrys Liquors, West 7 Bistro Broadway, Somerville Credit 
Union, The Arts at the Armory Highland Ave, Most Senior Apartment Buildings, 
Somerville Police Station, Wedgewood Crane & Connolly Ins Agency Davis Square, 
Leone’s Pizza on Broadway,  Angelina’s Sub Shop on Holland Street, Vinnie’s Su-
perette on Broadway ,Cambridge Mobile Sound 234 Monsignor O’Brien Highway, 
Somerville Computers, Vinnie’s Superette, Broadway Sunoco, MT Pleasant Apts 
70 Perkins St,Sovereign Bank Broadway, Properzi Manor 13-25 Warren Avenue. 
Properzi Manor, Winter Hill Bakery, 240 Pearl Street Apartments, Mount Pleas-
ant Apartments 70 Perkins Street, Joe’s Liquor Store on Broadway ,Dunkin Donuts 
Powderhouse, Joe’s liquor store Broadway, Santandare Bank Broadway, Somerville 
Public Library Broadway, Woodys Liquors Broadway, the Italian Sausage Wiz-
ard located down at Assembly Square and in just about every little store in and 
around the Ville! If you want your store location to be listed here as well on where 
to find The Somerville News Weekly, simply just call Billy Tauro at (617)293-2016 
or email him at  Wmtauro@Bostonnewsgroup.com and we will  add you to our ever 
growing popular list of pick-up-locations across the Ville.

____________________________________________________

Here’s Your Weekly Dosage of 
Newstalk Shout Out Loud

Continued to page 9
__________________________________

Thank You Somerville for Making 
The Somerville News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!
We’re working very hard around the clock to keep you up to date with 

The Somerville News Weekly
“PUBLISHED EVERY 

TUESDAY”
Mailing: PO Box 117, Somerville MA 02143

Physical Walk-in Address by appointment only: 86 Joy Street Office #7, 
Somerville MA 02143

Email: Somervillenewsco@aol.com
www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com 

Local: (617)293-2016
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Publisher- William Tauro 
Co-Publisher- Marisa Tauro
Co-Publisher-James Norton

Co-Publisher-Frank Santangelo
Advertising Director- Lisamarie Tauro
Distribution Manager- Patrick Tauro

Advertise Your “LEGAL NOTICES” With
Us by calling (617)293-2016

Check Out Two New
 Exclusive Police & Fire

Departments Series
Only on Bostonnewsgroup.com & Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

Advertise With Us Today with Full Color 
Ads for Pennies-a-Day! 
Be Billed & Pay Later!
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The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Winter Hill Bank

Stop in at any one of three Winter Hill Bank locations in 
Somerville and pick up your free copy of 

The Somerville News Weekly!
And while you’re there, don’t forget to ask about the bank’s easy 
online mortgage and pre-approval process.

Winter Hill Bank* Winter Hill Loan Center *Davis Square * 

Thank You Somerville for Making 
Somerville News Weekly Your

 #1 Local News Source!

The Somerville News Weekly is a local news publication that keeps you up to date 
on what’s going on in and around Somerville that’s viewed by thousands of our daily 
readers!
Please visit our web site: Thesomervillenewsweekly.com and feel free to post your 
opinions & comments live for the world to see on our interactive web blog section.
Also check out our statewide home page that covers over seventy cities and towns in 
Massachusetts at BostonNewsGroup.com where you can link to a unique blend of 
current local, state, national and world news as it happens. We’re working very hard 
around the clock to keep you up to date with your local news!
Also please feel free to send us your cell phone photos of local news, local school 
sports, snow & storm snapshots, interesting, photos & news stories for us to post 
online for the world to see with thousands of hits daily.
If you would like to write news stories for us as a college internship, have it posted and 
receive college credits, we welcome you to please contact us as well.

Now With Over 15,400 Plus Facebook Likes!
Thank You Somerville For Making Somerville 

News Weekly Your #1 Local News Source!

A Recap of Somerville’s History Going Up At 
Assembly Row Somerville

By William Tauro 
A masterpiece is being constructed on the side of the new Partners Health Care parking garage 
that’s located at Assembly Row Somerville on Grand Union Boulevard early Thursday morning. 

The extra large mural displays historical landmarks of the old Somerville in a new era.

Just Some of Somerville News Weekly’s 
Best of the Best of 2016 More Photos to Follow
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SOMERVILLE NEWS WEEKLY’S SOMERVILLE POLICE ARRESTS/CRIMES OF THE WEEK

                  The Somerville News Weekly

Somerville Police Arrest Log / REAL LIFE POLICE STORIES!

12/27/2016 01:34:45
40C
MEMORIAL RD
SILVA , TANIA
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
c272 S53
A&B c265 S13A
ASSAULT c265 S13A
12/27/2016 11:27:34
CEDAR ST
DAY , JOSEPH
36 CLAREMONT ST 
SOMERVILLE MA
DNA DATABASE 
SAMPLE,REFUSE PRO
12/27/2016 17:24:23
4
BROADWAY
YANDLE , ROBERT
22 MT PLEASANT ST 
SOMERVILLE MA
MARKED LANES VIOLA-
TION c89 S4A
IDENTIFY SELF, MV OP-
ERATOR REF
LICENSE SUSPENDED, OP 
MV WITH,
LARCENY OVER $250 
c266 S30
LARCENY OVER $250 
c266 S30
LARCENY OVER $250 
c266 S30
DRUG, DISTRIBUTE 
CLASS B c94C
DRUG, DISTRIBUTE 
CLASS A c94C
INSPECTION/STICKER, 
NO c90 S20
LARCENY OVER $250 
c266 S30
12/28/2016 13:58:58
75
MYSTIC AV
LURIE , JEREMY
79R OAKLAND ST MAL-
DEN MA
SHOPLIFTING $100+ BY 
CONCEALIN
12/28/2016 17:07:11
82

BROADWAY
REYES , CHRIS
240 ALBANY ST CAM-
BRIDGE MA
A&B c265 S13A
ABUSE PREVENTION 
ORDER, VIOLAT
12/29/2016 17:31:57
105
MIDDLESEX AV
NGUYEN , HUNG
915 DORCHESTER AVE 
BOSTON MA
DRUG, POSSESS CLASS B 
c94C S34
12/30/2016 12:26:45
40
UNION SQ
ROXTON , TONIANN
85 ROWE ST BOSTON MA
CHECK, FORGERY OF 
c267 S1
CHECK, UTTER FALSE 
c267 S5
12/31/2016 18:40:48
510B
MYSTIC AV
ROMERO , VICTOR
375 BOSTON ST LYNN 
MA
VCO POSSESSION OF 
DANGEROUS WE
A&B ON POLICE OFFI-
CER c265 S13
RESISTING ARREST c268 
S32B
FURNISHING FALSE 
NAME OR SOCIA
LICENSE SUSPENDED, OP 
MV WITH
EQUIPMENT VIOLA-
TION, MISCELLAN
LICENSE SUSPENDED, OP 
MV WITH
MARKED LANES VIOLA-
TION c89 S4A
A&B ON POLICE OFFI-
CER c265 S13
NEGLIGENT OPERATION 
OF MOTOR V
RESISTING ARREST c268 

S32B
OUI LIQUOR c90 S24
UNLICENSED OPERA-
TION OF MV c90
DESTRUCTION OF PROP-
ERTY +$250,
MARKED LANES VIOLA-
TION c89 S4A
UNLICENSED OPERA-
TION OF MV c90
SEXUAL CONDUCT, PAY 
FOR c272 S
12/31/2016 20:21:25
190
WASHINGTON ST
LUXAMA , PIERRE
25 CYPRESS RD MED-
FORD MA
A&B WITH DANGEROUS 
WEAPON c26
12/31/2016 22:30:00
BROADWAY
MENDEZ , MANUEL
30A SUMMER ST SOMER-
VILLE MA
OUI LIQUOR, 2ND OF-
FENSE c90 S2
01/01/2017 21:48:44
622
SOMERVILLE AV
DA COSTA , MARCOS
322 MAIN ST. EVERETT 
MA
UNLICENSED OPERA-
TION OF MV c90
STOP/YIELD, FAIL TO c89 
S9
UNLICENSED OPERA-
TION OF MV c90
UNLICENSED OPERA-
TION OF MV c90

Real Life Somerville 
Police Stories:Jeremy 

LURIE (Shoplifting) 
at Home Depot

On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28, 2016, while on 
full informed patrol for 
the Alpha Unit, I was 
contacted on my work is-
sued cell phone by Home 
Depot Loss Prevention, 
XXXXX. XXXXX stated 
he observed a white male, 
wearing a blue hoodie 
with a gun on it and blue 
jeans, conceal two yel-
low laser levels in his 
pants and head for the 
exit. XXXXX stated the 
male walked directly 
past all points of sale and 
continued to the park-
ing lot. XXXXX stated 
he attempted to stop the 
defendant, but the male 
threatened him and began 
to run. XXXXX followed 
at a safe distance and was 
able to direct me to the 
area of the defendant.
 
As I arrived I told the 
defendant, identified as 
Jeremy Lurie, to stop. He 
became very defensive 
and erratic, stating he 
didn’t steal anything and 
he was scared of XXXXX. 
I told him numerous 
times to stay at the front 
of my car and he con-
tinued to try and walk 
away. Officers O’Meara 
and Catatao arrived as 
back up. Once Mr. Lurie 
calmed down, he was able 
to tell me he had thought 
about stealing but decided 

not to. XXXXX stated 
he saw Mr. Lurie in the 
bushes around the corner 
and believes he hid the 
merchandise. I proceeded 
to the area with XXXXX 
and after moving the 
leaves a bit, we discovered 
two yellow laser levels, 
still in the packages.
I returned to Mr. Lurie 
and placed him in hand 
cuffs (double locked) and 
he was transported to the 
Somerville Police Station 
by the Transport Wagon 
(Officer Hartsgrove) and 
booked per the usual 
manner by the Com-
mander, Lt. DiGregorio.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Officer Patrick Canty 306

More Real Life Police 
Stories 
Continued to page 7

REAL LIFE SOMERVILLE POLICE STORIES  SPD Arrest Log (12/26/16-1/2/17)

News Photos
Birthdays
Anniversaries
Selfies
Sports
Pet

News
Action
School
Sprots
Cutest babies
Storm
Beach
Photos to share with the world on our new 
sites and well as in our print editions!
Send all photos to Wmtauro@bostonnews-
group.com

Send us All Your Somerville News Weekly Breaking News Photos & Favorite Photos of the Week!
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LAW OFFICE OF 
MICHAEL T.  DWYER

ASSEMBLY SQUARE
5 MIDDLESEX AVENUE, STE. 400

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145
Tel: 617-625-5200

Email: mike@mikedwyerlaw.com

VIEIRA’S HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE
Professional,Experienced,Trustworthy and Reliable

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Affordable Rates

Servicing the Surrounding Boston Area
(Somerville, Brookline, Newton, Cambridge, Watertown, Waltham, Med-

ford, Arlington, Lexington, Winchester, Bedford)
References Available

1 FREE Cleaning After 5th Cleaning

Call Us For A Free Estimate!

Rose Vieira-617-710-4383
John Vieira-617-710-4380

Email:jvieiracleaning@hotmail.com

Expect More Local Bay State Lobsters To Help Boost Local Ecomomy

The Mayor’s annual State 
of the City Address, and 

mid-term addresses by the 
President of the Board of 
Aldermen and the Chairper-
son of the Somerville School 
Committee will be held at 
6 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 9 in 
the Aldermanic Chambers 
at City Hall, 93 Highland 
Ave. Members of the public 
are invited to come for this 
look back at the past year’s 
efforts as well as a look 

forward to City and School 
initiatives in the coming 
year. Additionally, as the 
City will celebrate its 175th 
Birthday in 2017, attendees 
will be welcomed to learn 
more about the City’s history 
through photos, exhibits, 
and interactive activities at a 
reception following the State 
of the City Address. Refresh-
ments will be served. For 

more information, contact 
Nancy Aylward at NAyl-
ward@somervillema.gov, or 
617-625-6600 ext. 2100.
 
Individuals with disabilities 
who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective com-
munication, written materi-
als in alternative formats, or 
reasonable modifications in 
policies and procedures, in 

order to access the programs 
and activities of the City 
of Somerville or to attend 
meetings, should contact 
the City’s ADA Coordinator, 
Betsy Allen, at 617-625-6600 
x2323 or BAllen@somervil-
lema.gov.

Somerville State of the City Address Scheduled for Jan. 9th

CHANGE LANGUAGE and HIRING PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY

By Bob Katzen 
  

 The Senate 36-0, approved 
a bill changing language in 
state laws including replacing 
“mentally retarded” with “in-
dividuals with a developmental 
disability” and “handicapped” 
with “disability.”
Supporters said it is time to 

remove these outdated phrases 
from state law. They argued 
the words stigmatize people 
and said these changes would 
have a positive impact on many 
people’s lives.
The Senate also 36-0, approved 
a bill requiring the state’s 

Supplier Diversity Office to 
develop standards to identify 
and recruit qualified applicants 
with disabilities. The proposal 
also requires all state employees 
involved in hiring decisions to 
be trained and educated about 
the details of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act.
    Supporters said the unem-
ployment rate for disabled per-
sons is 80 percent. They noted 
the state should add disabled 
persons to its current laws that 
help veterans and minority and 
women-owned businesses.

By Bob Katzen 

 
   On January 28, 2016, the 
Senate 36-0, approved a bill 
that would eliminate some 
of the age-old restrictions 
on the processing and sale 
of lobster in Massachusetts. 

Currently, the state allows 
only the sale of live, cooked 
and canned lobster. The bill 
would permit the processing 
of unfrozen lobsters, the im-
portation of unfrozen shell-
on lobster parts and tails 

and the retail of previously 
frozen raw in-shell tails.
   Supporters said the bill 
would allow more lobsters 
currently harvested and pur-
chased here to be prepared 
for market in the Bay State 

rather than in Canada where 
the processing is currently 
done. They argued this will 
help the economy, create 
jobs and help lobstermen, 
processors, local restaurants 
and food stores.

SENTATE PROHIBITS UNSOLICITED LOANS

By Bob Katzen
 
   On March 24, 2016, the 

Senate 37-0, approved a bill 
that would prohibit banks 
from issuing unsolicited 
loans, often in the form of a 
check, through the mail, un-
less the recipient is already a 
customer of the bank. And 
even those customers would 

have ten days to rescind the 
loan and pay the bank back 
the entire amount, without 
any interest or fees. 
   Another provision prohib-
its the person to whom the 
loan is sent from being held 
liable for any debt incurred 

by the unauthorized use of 
the loan by someone else. 
The measure also imposes 
fines of up to five years in 
prison and a $25,000 fine 
on any bank or person who 
violates this law.
   Supporters said these loans 

prey upon unsuspecting vic-
tims including the sick and 
elderly. They noted the re-
cipient does not understand 
all the fine print and sud-
denly is paying enormous 
interest rates and fees.

By Bob Katzen
 
   On April 28, 2016, the Senate 32-
2, approved a bill that would raise 
the state’s tobacco purchasing age 
from 18 to 21 effective July 1, 2017. 
Other provisions ban pharmacies 
and health care institutions from 
selling any tobacco products; pro-

hibit sales of e-cigarettes to minors; 
and ban the use of electronic ciga-
rettes in all places where smoking 
is currently banned. Hawaii is the 
only state that has raised the age 
to 21.
   Supporters said the bill will save 
lives and reduce health care costs. 
They argued that many 18-year-

olds are in high school and are a 
major source of providing tobacco 
products to younger high schoolers 
and middle schoolers.
   Opponents said this is another 
example of state government 
overstepping its bounds and 
trying to regulate behavior. They 
argued if you’re 18 you can join the 

military, vote and serve on a jury 
and should not be banned from 
purchasing a legal product.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A 
“No” vote is against the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen Yes

SENTE APPROVES BILL TO RAISE TOBACCO PURCHASE AGE FROM 18 TO 21
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Mount Vernon 
Restaurant & Pub

14 Broadway, Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 666-3830

    Hours: Sun-Mon 8:00 am – 10:00 pm

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Tel (617)666-5692
Tel (617)666-0448

Email:
Somercom@hotmail.com

________________________________

Consertos
Upgrades
Network

Computadores
Sob Medida
Para Voce

Somerville Computers
238 Somerville Ave

Somerville MA 02143
Sales & Service New and Used

Computers Repaired PC’s and Mac’s

The Somerville News Weekly’s Special Person Of The Week 
Lee Anderson

Meet this week’s “Special Person of the Week: Lee Anderson

By Frank Santangelo

Lee was born and raised in Somerville , to Sandra Grassia and William Johnson and Grandson to Eleanor and Nick Grassia of the former Grassia Bros Fuel.
 

He attended St Anthony’s School, Pope John High School and later Suffolk University
Lee grew up playing hockey for Somerville Youth Hockey, Little League and Babe Ruth Baseball and gave back to the community coaching 

Youth hockey for Somerville and the Boston Stars.
Lee’s younger brother Billy, who passed away at the young age of twenty years old from bone cancer twenty years ago was the inspiration for @Billy’s Kid’s Learn 

to Skate Program”, which is still going strong to this very day.
Lee is employed by the City of Somerville as a Traffic officer and enjoys his position which however can be a thankless position at times but meeting, helping 

and being an ambassador of our Great City from all walks of life more than makes up for it to Lee. More importantly to Lee it helps keeping our city safe.  
On one last note, you probably have seen Lee walking his thirteen year old dog Ace down the streets of Somerville just about every day as 

Ace’s faithful companionship as man’s best friend relieves Lee’s stress after a long day of work.

Our hats are off to his true Somerville spirit!

We here at the Somerville News Weekly salute you for everything that you do to make Somerville a better place. 
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Real Life Somerville Police Stories 

Read Us Online at: www.Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

Toniann ROXTON (Forge 
Check) at Citizens Bank
.
On Friday, December 30th, 
2016 at 12:50 p.m., I, Officer 
Lorenti, while in full uniform 
and assigned to area East 2, was 
dispatched to 40 Union Square, 
(Citizens Bank), for a report of 
a person attempting to cash a 
fraudulent check. Ofc. McCa-
rey, East 3 also responded as 
back up.
 Upon arrival, I was met by 
the bank manager identified 
as XXXXX. XXXXX informed 
me that a female identified as 
Ms. Toniann Roxton came into 
the bank to cash a check from 
a company named Reservoir 
Wine and Spirits, located in 
Brighton XXXXX also stated 
that Reservoir Wine and Spirits 
only issues checks to other 
companies that make deliveries 
to the store. He went on to say 
that ROXTON did not have an 
account with Citizens and she 
just wanted to cash the check 
that was for the amount of 
$986.41.
 I spoke with ROXTON. 
ROXTON was asked her to 
explain her side of the story. 
She stated that she had found 
the job on Craigslist, and 
worked for the company for 2 
to 3 weeks. I asked ROXTON 
who she got the check from, to 
which she said “A guy named 
Adam”. When asked how many 
hours she worked, ROXTON 
stated over 40, however could 
not give me an exact number. 
ROXTON was asked what her 
hourly rate is. She stated “like 
$13.50.” I then asked ROXTON 
what are her hours at the store. 
She stated 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
I then asked her who signed 
the check. She stated that she 
did however the signature she 
wrote and the signature on her 
Ma. License did not match.
 
Ofc. McCarey asked ROXTON 
if she could describe her job 
title. At first, ROXTON stated 
that she does construction 
work. When asked again, ROX-
TON stated that she washes 
dishes for them. Ofc. McCarey 
also asked if she could describe 
the building she works at. ROX-
TON stated that it was a brick 

building, however when Ofc. 
McCarey looked up the com-
pany it was a concrete building.
 
I then called Reservoir Wine 
and Spirits on the phone. I 
would note that the number 
is on the check the ROXTON 
was attempting to cash. I spoke 
to the store manager, identi-
fied as YYYYY. YYYYY stated 
to me that he did not have 
an employee named Toniann 
ROXTON. He went on to say 
that he has been working in 
the store for nine years. I asked 
YYYYY how many hours a 
part time employee got and 
he stated 10-25 hours a week. 
YYYYY was asked what the 
hourly rate at the store was, 
to which he stated $10-$11 an 
hour. When asked what hours 
are the shifts, YYYYY stated 
the hours employees work is 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. and 4 p.m. -11 
p.m. I then asked YYYYY if 
there was a dishwasher position 
in the store. He stated, “No, this 
is a liquor store”. Lastly YYYYY 
stated that all employees re-
ceived direct deposit and that it 
is impossible for an employee 
to have a live check.
 I placed ROXTON under 
arrest for Forgery, and Utter-
ing. She was transported to the 
Somerville Police Headquarters 
via unit 200, operated by Ofc. 
Marra, and booked by Sgt. 
Fusco.
        
 Respectfully,
Ofc. Alex Lorenti #322
Somerville Police Dept.
 

Pierre LUXAMA 
(ABDW) 
.
On Saturday December 31, 
2016, at 8:21PM, I, Officer 
Hartsgrove assigned to marked 
unit E3 in full uniform, re-
sponded to 190 Washington 
Street (Michael’s Salon) for a 
report of an unwanted male. 
Officer Paul Anderson, assigned 
to marked unit E1 responded as 
back up. 
        On arrival we met with 
XXXXX, owner of the salon, 
who stated that a light skinned 
black male wearing a red shirt, 
blue jeans and carrying a duffle 
bag had come in and started to 
cause a disturbance with other 
customers. When the male 
was asked to leave he became 

confrontational and threw a 
glass bottle of alcohol on the 
floor, which shattered and hit 
XXXXX’s son, YYYYY, in the 
lip. The male then left and went 
into the direction of McGrath 
Highway. I asked XXXXX if he 
knew the male and he stated 
that he did and his name was 
Jub. 
 
Officer Anderson and I then left 
to search for the male. While 
searching the area, I saw a light 
skinned black male wearing 
a red shirt, blue jeans and he 
was carrying a duffle bag on 
Chester Avenue. I stopped the 
male, later identified as Mr. 
Pierre Luxama, and asked him 
where he was coming from. He 
stated that he had left a barber 
shop from down the street. I 
asked him if it were Michaels, 
to which he answered,Yes. I 
also asked him what his name 
was to which he stated Pierre 
Luxama. I asked him if he 
was also called Jub which he 
answered, Yes. 
 
I then placed Mr. Luxama in 
handcuffs and he was arrested 
for assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon. He was 
transported by unit 200 by Of-
ficer Singh to the police station 
and booked in the usual man-
ner by Lt. DeOliveira.
 YYYYY declined medical 
treatment and sustained a lacer-
ation to his bottom and top lip.  
 
Respectfully submitted,
 Officer Robert Hartsgrove 
Somerville Police Badge #333

Manuel MENDEZ (OUI)

On Saturday, December 31, 
2016, at 10:30 P.M., I responded 
along with Somerville Fire 
and Cataldo ambulance to the 
intersection of Broadway and 
Wheatland Street for a report 
of a male passed out behind 
the wheel, and blocking the 
entrance of a parking lot.

 
Upon arrival, I located a red 
Nissan Maxima, bearing Mas-
sachusetts registration XXXXX 
with the engine running and 
the driver slumped behind the 
wheel. I knocked on the driver 
side window several times to 
get the operator’s attention. The 
operator, who was later identi-

fied as Manuel Mendez, opened 
his eyes and appeared to be 
confused. I asked Mr. Mendez 
to unlock the doors and it took 
him approximately two minutes 
to do so.
 
I asked Mr. Mendez if he 
suffered from any medical 
condition and he replied “No.” I 
asked him if he knew where he 
was and he stated “Medford.”
 
I asked Mr. Mendez to step out 
of the vehicle. He was unsteady 
on his feet; his eyes were red 
and glassy and there was an 
odor of alcoholic beverage 
emanating from his breath. I 
asked Mr. Mendez if he had 
consumed any alcohol and 
he stated “Yes.” I asked him 
how many drinks he had and 
he replied “maybe eight.” Mr. 
Mendez refused to take a field 
sobriety test. 
 
Based on my observations, 
I placed Mr. Mendez under 
arrest for OUI Liquor 2nd Of-
fense, and issued him citation# 
R7880552.
 
Mr. Mendez was transported to 
the Somerville Police Head-
quarters via unit 200, operated 
by Officer Desrochers and 
booked by Lieutenant Lavey.
 
During the booking process, 
Lt. Lavey advised Mr. Mendez 
of his rights, and asked him to 
submit to a chemical test of his 
breath to which he agreed. Lt. 
Vivolo administered the test to 
Mr. Mendez, with a test result 
of 0.19% BAC.
 
Mr. Mendez was issued a notice 
of suspension for a chemical 
test failure, and his license was 
seized.
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Officer Samir Messaoudi #312

Marcos DA COSTA 
(Unlicensed Operation + 
Multiple Warrants)

On January 1, 2017 at ap-
proximately 22:30 hours, while 
assigned as marked unit East-2, 
I observed a 2012 Ford Fusion 
bearing MA plate XXXXX 
traveling west on Somerville 
Avenue; a public way in the 

city of Somerville. I observed 
this vehicle come to a stop for 
the red light at the intersec-
tion of Somerville Avenue at 
Park Street in the left turn only 
lane. When the light turned 
green, the vehicle failed to turn 
left and instead accelerated to 
continue straight, cutting off 
a lane of traffic. This vehicle 
accelerated to approximately 
40mph on Somerville Avenue 
which has a posted speed limit 
of 30mph. This vehicle then 
began to brake in the middle of 
the road and took a sharp sud-
den left turn, without signaling, 
onto Kent Street which resulted 
in an oncoming vehicle having 
to brake to avoid a collision. 
At this time I activated my 
emergency lights and pulled the 
vehicle over. 
 
I queried the vehicle’s MA 
license plate XXXXX in my 
mobile data terminal which 
showed the vehicle’s insur-
ance to be revoked. I exited my 
marked cruiser and approached 
the driver’s side window where 
I found a male who handed 
me a female’s Brazilian license 
belonging to a YYYYY. The 
male stated to me that he did 
not own the car and that this 
person was the owner. I asked 
the male for his license and he 
replied that he did not have one 
and provided me a Mass Health 
card bearing the name Marcos 
Da Costa. A query of this name 
revealed that this individual 
did not have a license, and may 
possibly have outstanding arrest 
warrants.
 
I asked Da Costa to step out of 
the vehicle and placed him into 
handcuffs without incident. 
Marcos Da Costa is charged 
with violation of M.G.L. ch. 
90 § 10 Operation of a motor 
vehicle without a license. He 
was transported to Somerville 
Police Headquarters by Unit-
200 Officer Hartsgrove, where 
he was booked by Lt. Rymill. 
Two license plates bearing MA 
XXXXX were confiscated and 
Pat’s Tow took possession of the 
vehicle. 
 
Respectfully submitted,
 Officer Anderson #315

More Real Life 
Somerville Police Stories 
Continued to page 14

Real Life Somerville Police Stories Continued from page 4
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Business Directory
            Instant Shoe Repair

(617)628-7065

22 Broadway Somerville MA
Shoe & Handbag Repair

CARROLL    
SONS INC

ROOF & GUTTER

1(800)734-8334
                (617)625-8334
                 (617)868-2673 
            fax(617)868-4102

*Rubber/ Shingle / Slate *
* Seamless Gutters *

* Replacement Windows *
* Siding / Trim Coverage *

* Decks & Porches * Carpentry *
* Painting * Chimneys *

60-64 MEDFORD STREET, 
SOMERVILLE MA 02143

* FINANCING AVAILABLE * 
* LICENSED * FULLY INSURED *

* ESTABLISHED 1962 *

631 
Somerville 

Avenue 
Somerville 

MA 
02143

Richard G. Di Girolamo 

Anne M. Vigorito
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Criminal Defense
Civil Litigation
Personal Injury
Family Law
Real Estate Law
Zoning

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 

02145

Superior Air Coditioning
 Office (617)625-0386 

Cell (617)257-6394
Dave Sidoti

Yuki Shabu/Chinese 
Gourmet Somerville

Somerville welcomes the grand open-
ing of Yuki Shabu/Chinese Gourmet 
Somerville! 
You gotta try the shabu (hot pot) 
portion of the menu which includes a 
variety of meat, vegetable, and broth 
options.
Yuki is open from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday.
16 Bow Street, Somerville, MA 02143
Phone number 617.764.5182.
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More Newstalk Shout Out continued 
from page 2
Here is your weekly dosage of News 
Talk Shout Out!
________________________
Many Villens celebrating their birthdays 
this week in the Ville! Happy Birthday 
greetings go out to John Caruso, Noelle 
Spinosa McCullock, Janene Donnelly, 
Ken Sprague, Harry Agritha, Hung 
Goon, Bob Boudreau, Jimmy Deoliveira, 
Marie Miele, Ray Perez, Joe Vendetti, 
Paul Cook, Adam Gambino, Joseph E. 
McCain, Gary L Grosse, J.R. Roach, 
Cherie Lee Neumuller, Thomas Cass-
gnol, Happy 95th Birthday to Erasmia 
Cacciola, Happy 10th Biirthday to Xavier 
DAVID Blaine and Happy Birthday to 
Mia
____________________
http://www.moar-recovery

org/#!resources/cbz9
Massachusetts 

Organization for 
Addiction Recovery 

(MOAR)

Somerville Pollice 
Beards and Goatees?

 

You may see our Officers sporting 
new looks this Winter. Any Officer 
who donates to CAAS Community 
Action Agency of Somerville, will 
be able to keep his beard/goatee 
for (4) months, starting Nov. 1st, 
through Feb 28th. All Officers will 
resume with a clean shave Mar 1st. 
Donations will help further CAAS’ 
mission to reduce poverty among 
local families in Somerville. #donat-
ingforagoodcause #SomervilleMA 
#NoShaveWinterofGiving

____________________________
Registration Open – Golf Tournament to 
Benefit Somerville Homeless Coalition – 
September 15 – Register Today!

Join Us for the 14th Annual Golf Tournament 
Thursday, September 15th at Sandy 

Somerville Sports Club

Come Run with Bill Rodgers in 
Somerville, MA on December 
18th @ Jingle Bell Run

–

Run or Walk the Marathon Sports “Bill 
Rodgers Jingle Bell Run” with 4-Time 
Boston & New York Marathon winner, 
Boston Billy aka Bill Rodgers on Decem-
ber 18th in Davis Square, Somerville, 
Massachusetts.
The Event is 94% filled as of Sunday, 
December 4th….thank you for the great 
support this year.
Please see http://baevents.com/jinglebell/ 
for more information and to register.

Place Your Ad Here for Only
$25 per week

Call Billy Tauro
(617)293-2016 or Email:

 Wmtauro@bostonnewgroup.com
Advertise in the Somerville News 

Weekly 
ADVERTISE WITH US!

Check out our low print edition
 specials with 

prices at 50% off!
and be seen by thousands daily!

(Deadlines Monday for Tuesday print)

Try us out for pennies a day!

Somerville News Weekly 
What a Great Way To 

See Somerville &
Be Seen 

Check Us Out! 

The Somerville News Weekly Newstalk Shout Out continued from page 2

LAW OFFICE OF 
MICHAEL T.  DWYER

ASSEMBLY SQUARE
5 MIDDLESEX AVENUE, STE. 400

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145
Tel: 617-625-5200

Email: mike@mikedwyerlaw.com

Somerville Police Looking To Identify a Suspect That Robbed an Elderly Man
Somerville Police looking to identify a suspect that robbed 
an elderly man…If you have any information please con-
tact Somerville PD at 617-625-1600.



The Somerville News Weekly   Tuesday January 3rd, 2017   10

Beacon Hill Roll Call

Patricia D. Jehlen
Senator
D Somerville
State House
Room 513
Boston, MA 02133
Phone: 617-722-1578
Fax: 617-722-1117

Timoty Toomey
Rep
D Cambridge-Somerville
State House
Room 238
Boston, MA 02133
Phone: 617-722-2380
Fax: 617-626-0668
Email:Timothy.Toomey@
mahouse.gov

Christine Barber
Rep
D Medford-Somerville
State House
Room 472

Denice Provost
Rep
D Somerville
State House
Room 473B
Boston, MA 02133
Phone: 617-722-2263

Volume 41 – Report No. 51 
December 19-23, 2016

By Bob Katzen 

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: There 
were no roll calls in the House or Senate 
last week.
   This week, Beacon Hill Roll Call 
presents Part 2 of a report highlighting 
several instances in which bills were ap-
proved, mostly unanimously, by the Sen-
ate but have been tied up in the House 
Ways and Means Committee or another 
committee for months. That commit-
tee is chaired by Rep. Brian Dempsey 
(D-Haverhill).
  The 2016 session ends on January 3, 
2017. Any bills that are not approved by 
that time by both branches and sent to 
Gov. Charlie Baker are dead but can be 
refiled for the 2017-2018 session.  
   Under House rules, any individual 
representative can move to discharge 
most bills from the Ways and Means 
Committee. There is a 7-day waiting 
period prior to the House considering 
the motion to discharge. The discharge 
motion must receive a majority vote of 
the members present. If the measure 
is discharged from the committee, the 
committee has four days within which to 
report the measure for placement on the 
House’s agenda for action. 
   A bill may also be discharged from 
the Ways and Means Committee by 
any representative by filing a petition 
signed by a majority of the House. The 
bill would then be discharged seven days 
later and go onto the House agenda for 
the next session.
   A legislative staffer who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity told Beacon 
Hill Roll Call that dozens of bills die in 
committee every time the Legislature’s 
two-year session ends. “It’s an easier way 
of killing a bill, particularly a bill that 
might get approved by the full House 
and Senate if it actually gets to the 
floor for debate,” said the staffer. “And 
the rules allowing legislators to try to 
discharge a bill from a committee are a 
joke. No one ever does that because it’s 
considered a fool’s errand that will fail 
and is a slap in the face to the powerful 
committee chair and House leadership.”
   
   Colleen McGonagle, the spokesperson 
for Ways and Means chairman Dempsey, 
when asked why these bills were tied 
up in committee responded, “The bills 
are under review in House Ways and 
Means.”  
   Here are eight bills that were approved 
by the Senate and are now stuck in the 
House Ways and Means committee or 
another committee.
LOBSTERS (S 469)
   On January 28, 2016, the Senate 36-0, 
approved a bill that would eliminate 
some of the age-old restrictions on the 
processing and sale of lobster in Massa-
chusetts. Currently, the state allows only 
the sale of live, cooked and canned lob-
ster. The bill would permit the process-
ing of unfrozen lobsters, the importation 
of unfrozen shell-on lobster parts and 
tails and the retail of previously frozen 
raw in-shell tails.
   Supporters said the bill would allow 
more lobsters currently harvested and 
purchased here to be prepared for 
market in the Bay State rather than 
in Canada where the processing is 
currently done. They argued this will 
help the economy, create jobs and help 
lobstermen, processors, local restaurants 
and food stores.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
CHANGE LANGUAGE (S 2167)
   On March 3, the Senate 36-0, approved 
a bill changing language in state laws 
including replacing “mentally retarded” 
with “individuals with a developmental 
disability” and “handicapped” with 
“disability.”
    Supporters said it is time to remove 
these outdated phrases from state law. 

They argued the words stigmatize people 
and said these changes would have a 
positive impact on many people’s lives.
   (“Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
HIRING PERSONS WITH A DISABIL-
ITY (S 2166)
   On March 3, 2016, the Senate 36-0, 
approved a bill requiring the state’s Sup-
plier Diversity Office to develop stan-
dards to identify and recruit qualified 
applicants with disabilities. The proposal 
also requires all state employees involved 
in hiring decisions to be trained and 
educated about the details of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.
    Supporters said the unemployment 
rate for disabled persons is 80 percent. 
They noted the state should add disabled 
persons to its current laws that help vet-
erans and minority and women-owned 
businesses.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
PROHIBIT UNSOLICITED LOANS (S 
2194)
   On March 24, 2016, the Senate 37-0, 
approved a bill that would prohibit 
banks from issuing unsolicited loans, 
often in the form of a check, through 
the mail, unless the recipient is already 
a customer of the bank. And even 
those customers would have ten days to 
rescind the loan and pay the bank back 
the entire amount, without any interest 
or fees. 
   Another provision prohibits the 
person to whom the loan is sent from 
being held liable for any debt incurred 
by the unauthorized use of the loan by 
someone else. The measure also imposes 
fines of up to five years in prison and a 
$25,000 fine on any bank or person who 
violates this law.
   Supporters said these loans prey upon 
unsuspecting victims including the sick 
and elderly. They noted the recipient 
does not understand all the fine print 
and suddenly is paying enormous inter-
est rates and fees.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
RAISE TOBACCO PURCHASE AGE 
FROM 18 TO 21 (S 2269)
   On April 28, 2016, the Senate 32-2, ap-
proved a bill that would raise the state’s 
tobacco purchasing age from 18 to 21 
effective July 1, 2017. Other provisions 
ban pharmacies and health care institu-
tions from selling any tobacco products; 
prohibit sales of e-cigarettes to minors; 
and ban the use of electronic cigarettes 
in all places where smoking is currently 
banned. Hawaii is the only state that has 
raised the age to 21.
   Supporters said the bill will save lives 
and reduce health care costs. They 
argued that many 18-year-olds are in 
high school and are a major source of 
providing tobacco products to younger 
high schoolers and middle schoolers.
   Opponents said this is another exam-
ple of state government overstepping its 
bounds and trying to regulate behavior. 
They argued if you’re 18 you can join the 
military, vote and serve on a jury and 
should not be banned from purchasing a 
legal product.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill. A “No” 
vote is against the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
STATE RECYCLING (S 2310)
   On June 9, 2016, the Senate 38-0, 
approved a bill that would require 
state agencies and courts to implement 
recycling programs by 2018. Mandatory 
recycling would include lead batteries, 
metal containers, glass containers, poly-
mer plastics, recyclable paper, carpets, 
fluorescent lamps, cathode ray tubes and 
construction and demolition material. 
   Agencies and courts with more than 50 
employees would be required to submit 
an annual report to the secretary of en-
ergy and environmental affairs detailing 
their actions.
   Supporters said this was a major step 
forward in the ongoing recycling cam-
paign to ensure the state complies with 

solid waste reduction plans.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
CITY AND TOWN RECYCLING (S 
2389)
   On June 18, 2016, the Senate 39-0, 
approved a bill that would require cities 
and towns to reduce their solid waste 
to no more than 600 pounds per capita 
by July 2018 and no more than 450 
pounds per capita by July 2022. The 
measure also requires the Department 
of Environmental Protection to establish 
performance standards for municipal 
solid waste reduction by July 1, 2017.
   Supporters said the bill would decrease 
pollution, save money and protect the 
environment. They noted that this is an-
other major step toward preserving the 
environment for future generations.
   (A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR 
SENIORS (S 1494)
   On June 16, 2016, the Senate 35-0, 
approved a bill that would raise from 
$55,000 to $80,000 the maximum an-
nual income a senior over 65 can earn 
and still be eligible for a property tax 
deferral. The local community decides 
whether to allow a tax deferral in the 
first place.
 Communities can charge up to 8 
percent interest on the amount deferred. 
The amount of the deferral plus interest 
must be paid when the senior moves 
or dies.
   Amendment supporters said this will 
reduce expenses for seniors and allow 
more of them to remain in their homes.
   This bill was given initial approval by 
the House but has been tied up in the 
Bills in Third Reading Committee since 
July.
   A “Yes” vote is for the bill.)
 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Yes                                     
ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL
   MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES TO 
$11 PER HOUR ON JANUARY 1 – The 
state’s current $10 per hour minimum 
wage increases to $11 on January 1 for 
some 500,000 workers in the Bay State. 
This will be the third consecutive an-
nual pay increase since 2014 when the 
Legislature approved a $3 hike in the $8 
per hour minimum wage to take place 
over a three-year period. The wage rose 
from $8 to $9 in 2015 and then to $10 
per hour in 2016. 
 
   The minimum hourly wage for tipped 
employees will rise from $3.35 to $3.75.
   MARIJUANA DELAY – The House 
and Senate approved and sent to Gov. 
Baker a controversial bill that delays by 
six months, from January 2018 to July 
2018, the earliest possible date for the 
opening of retail recreational marijuana 
stores in the Bay State. The January 
2018 date was approved by voters in 
November as part of the ballot question 
legalizing the use of pot for recreational 
use.
   Senate President Stan Rosenberg and 
House Speaker Bob DeLeo orchestrated 
the delay and the governor has indicated 
he will sign it.
  The vote took place in the House and 
Senate on Wednesday with a handful 
of members present in what is called 
an informal session in which there can 
be no roll call votes and everything is 
approved or rejected on an unrecorded 
voice vote. 
   However, at an informal session, a 
single legislator can hold up consider-
ation of a bill until the next formal ses-
sion. There are no more formal sessions 
planned for the 2016 Legislature so in 
fact, any representative or senator who 
attended the session could have easily 
delayed approval of the bill and killed 
it for 2016. It would certainly be filed 
again for 2017 but there would likely be 
a public hearing, a debate on the floor 
of the House and Senate and a recorded 
roll call vote on the proposal.
   Rosenberg said that the delay is needed 
because there are many areas of the bill 

that need to be reviewed and revised. 
“This version of course was written for 
the ballot roughly a year, a year and a 
half before it actually was voted on by 
the people,” said Rosenberg. “A lot has 
changed in some of the other states and 
some of the parts of the bill really need 
some work. For example, the tax rate, 
there are questions around addiction 
and public health and public safety that 
are either not addressed or we can do a 
better job based on what we’re seeing in 
the other states.”   
   “Yes on 4,” the group that spearheaded 
the legalization, issued a press release 
saying that they are very disappointed 
that the Legislature has decided to alter 
the law in an informal session with 
little notice about proposed changes. 
The group says it is willing to consider 
technical changes to the law so that it is 
implemented in a timely and responsible 
manner. “However, our position remains 
that the measure was written with care-
ful consideration regarding process and 
timelines and that no major legislative 
revisions are necessary,” the statement 
continued. “Further, the voters of Mas-
sachusetts approved Question 4 by a 
significant margin, and any alteration of 
the law deserves a transparent, delibera-
tive legislative process.”
   This delay does not affect the parts of the law that 
took effect on December 15 including allowing per-
sons over 21 to possess up to one ounce of marijuana 
outside their home, ten ounces in their home and 
give an ounce or less of marijuana to others. Any 
quantity above one ounce in the home must be under 
lock and key. Other provisions that are not affected 
include allowing the growing of six plants per person 
in his or her home, with a maximum of 12 plants per 
household.
  CHILD PASSENGERS UNDER 13 (S 2520) – The 
Senate gave initial approval to a proposal that would 
prohibit a child under age 13 from riding in the front 
seat of a car unless the motor vehicle does not have 
a rear passenger seat or the rear passenger seat is oc-
cupied by other passengers under 13.
    Supporters said that in 2014, 602 children ages 12 
and younger died in motor vehicle crashes and more 
than 121,350 were injured. They noted that research 
and statistics show that the back seat is safer for kids 
13 and under because until a child has a mature 
skeleton, the protection provided by a seat belt is not 
as optimal as it is for an adult. They noted the back 
seat is safer because it is furthest away from three 
things responsible for most injuries and deaths: the 
windshield, the dashboard and the airbag. 
   Some people say that the backseat recommenda-
tion is based on population studies, and is not always 
applicable to each individual or vehicle.
   ALLOW DONATION OF LIQUOR AND BEER TO 
NON-PROFITS (H 248) – The House approved and 
sent to the Senate a bill that would allow individuals 
and businesses to donate liquor and beer to non-
profits to serve or sell at an auction. Current law only 
allows the donation of wine. 
   Some charities and donators work around the law 
by having the charity pay for the spirits. The business 
or individual then returns the money by making a 
donation to the charity equal to the amount the char-
ity paid for it.
   
   Supporters said this archaic law hurts charities by 
increasing their expenses. They noted that it also is 
foolish to have a law that prevents individuals and 
businesses from making a charitable contribution.
   BOSTON SNOW REMOVAL PENALTIES (H 3326) 
The House and Senate approved and sent to Gov. 
Baker legislation that would increase the maximum 
fines levied on Boston property owners who fail to 
shovel their sidewalks or throw their “private snow” 
onto the street or any other public property. Current 
fines are capped at $200. The bill would increase 
the maximum fine to $1,500. The measure, already 
approved by the Boston City Council, requires that 
unpaid fines are added to property tax bills.
  Supporters said that the illegal dumping of residen-
tial or commercial snow on public roads makes the al-
ready difficult snow removal process worse, raises the 
city’s costs and increases safety risks for drivers. They 
noted that failure to remove snow from sidewalks is 
dangerous and can seriously injure someone and even 
result in death.
Opponents said a $1,500 fine is excessive. 
   ALLOW MASSAGE THERAPY ON SUNDAYS (H 
169) – The Senate gave initial approval to House-ap-
proved legislation that would allow massage therapists 
to operate on Sundays and holidays. 
  

    During the week of December 26-30, the House met 
for a total of nine hours and 73 minutes while the Sen-
ate met for a total of nine hours and 39 minutes.
Mon. December 26 No House session
                       No Senate session
Tues. December 27 House 11:04 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.
                       Senate 11:10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Wed. December 28 House 11:02 a.m. to 1:11 p.m.
                       Senate 11:04 a.m. to 1:13 p.m.
Thurs. December 29 House 11:05 a.m. to 3:18 p.m.
                       Senate 11:09 a.m. to 2:49 p.m.
Fri. December 30 No House session
                       No Senate session
Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@
beaconhillrollcall.com
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The Somerville News Weekly Now 
has a “Drive-thru” on the Run at 

Union Square Gulf Service Station
When you’re on the run and need a Somerville News Weekly simply drive into the 
heart of Union Square at Union Square Gulf Service Station thats located next to the 
old Union Square Post Office and simply ask for your “Somerville News Weekly Print 
Edition Newspaper” with a friendly smile!
And don’t forget to get you vehicle “Inspection Sticker!”
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly for a few relaxing 
minutes the good people of Union Square Gulf Service Station will inspect your vehicle 
and have you on your way within minutes!

Next to the Old Union Square Post Office

Paula A. Vancini, 
CMA Vancini Accounting & Tax

  

The Armory Building, Suite B9 191 Highland AvenueSomerville, MA 02143
(617) 433-0043

Stop in at Vinny’s 
Superette 

on Broadway
To pick up your 

copies of 
The Somerville 

News Weekly 

Somerville’s 
Fontano Sisters 

Find a Copy 
of Somerville 
News Weekly 

in Cancun 
Mexico

Send us your 
photo find 

The Somerville 
News Weekly 
and we’ll post 

it for the world 
to see!

Legal Ad Notice

Write Your Own 
Somerville News 

Story For The 
World To See!

  
 

Write your very own Somerville story 
with photos about current events, 

community events, sports, school or 
just a nice human interest article and 

we will post it on our newssite and 
print it for you in our weekly print 

edition! Just as simple as that!
So come on, jump aboard and give 

it a try!
Send all news stories to: 

Somervillenewsweekly@yahoo.com

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION BY THE POWER VESTED IN IT THROUGH A SPECIAL ACT OF THE 
LEGISLATURE, CHAPTER 397 OF THE ACTS OF 1978, HEREBY AMENDS THE TRAFFIC ORDINANCES 
WITH THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS:

2016-38 Article V Section 5-15 “Handicapped Parking” is amended with the following addition:
23 Belknap St

 
PROMULGATED:  DECEMBER15, 2016
ADVERTISED:  DECEMBER 27, 2016, JANUARY 3, 2017, JANUARY 10, 2017  					   
EFFECTIVE: JANUARY 18, 2017

_______________________________
Suzanne Rinfret, Director
 
Somerville News Weekly (12/27, 1/3, and 1/10) 



  12        Tuesday January 3rd, 2017   									         The Somerville News Weekly	

Check Out Real Life Somerville Police Stories www.TheSomervilleNewsweekly.com

Richard G. Di Girolamo
  Anne M. Vigorito

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Criminal Defense
Civil Litigation
Personal Injury

Family Law
Real Estate Law

Zoning

TELEPHONE: (617)666-8200
                Fax:    (617)776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal@verizon.net

424 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Angelina’s Authentic Italian 

Pizzeria

Stop in at Angelina’s in Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of the Somerville News 
Weekly!
And while you’re there try some of the 
Somerville’s best Subs and pizzas!
While you’re sitting back reading your 
Somerville News Weekly for a few relaxing 
minutes the good people of Angelina’s will 
prepare a nice fresh sub to satisfy your crav-
ings within minutes!
“Eat in or Take Out”
(617)776-1240
Check them out at 230 Holland Street, 
Somerville and tell them we sent you!

Gold’s Gym Somerville OPEN 24/7 (617) 625-9566

14 McGrath Hwy, Twin City Plaza, Somerville, MA 02143, Email: goldsgymcentral@gmail.com Gym 
Hours Mon – Sun: 24 hours,    Kids Club Hours Mon – Fri: 4:00pm – 8:30pm Sat – Sun: Closed

Somerville Welcomes Yuki Shabu/Chinese Gourmet 
To Union Square

You gotta try the shabu (hot pot) portion of the menu which includes a variety of meat, vegetable, 
and broth options.

Yuki is open from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday.

16 Bow Street, Somerville, MA 02143 
Phone number 617.764.5182.

Yuki Shabu/Chinese Gourmet
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join the SCOA’s email group – The 
email group is for Somerville Council 
on Aging Seniors and / or Caregivers 
who are interested in the latest infor-
mation on resources, events, program-
ming, etc…in and around the Somer-
ville area. Use the link https://groups.
google.com/group/somerville-council-
on-aging – If you have any questions or 
need help joining please contact Debby 
Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321 or 
email dhiggins@Somervillema.gov
 
Ageless Grace – Ageless Grace, the 
Council on Aging’s new Fitness class 
for the body and mind. A 5-week 
series, held at 4:00 p.m. at the Holland 
Street Center – the Ageless Grace 
program is an innovative wellness and 
fitness program done seated in a chair 
to upbeat music. Classes are playful, 
imaginative and different every time. 
All the movements are designed to 
focus on the healthy longevity of the 
body and the brain. Contact Chris at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2315 for more infor-
mation and to sign up. Cost is $20.00 
for 5 classes!
 
Yoga – Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. A 5-week Yoga series is a 
low-impact and easy-to-follow paced 
program that lets you stretch and relax 
to help start your day. Contact Chris at 
617-625-6600 ext. 2315 for more infor-
mation and to sign up. Cost is $20.00 
for 5 classes!
 
Silver Alert Program – The Somerville 
Council on Aging with the Somerville 
Police Department have implemented 
a program to take a proactive approach 
towards protecting some of Somerville’s 
most vulnerable citizens who suffer 
with serious cognitive impairments 
that put them at risk for wandering and 
getting lost. The Silver Alert Program is 
designed to collect specific informa-
tion about a potential missing person, 
along with photo identification. This 
confidential information will be kept 
on file for immediate use in the event 
a loved one is reported missing. Please 
contact the SCOA at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2300 for additional information or to 
register.  
 
Free Smoke Alarm / Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors – The Somerville Coun-
cil on Aging, The Health & Human 
Services Department partnering with 
The Somerville Fire Department are 
offering free smoke alarm / carbon 
monoxide detectors (they are one unit) 
to Somerville older adults and residents 
with a wide range of disabilities. To 
qualify you must be an older adult, 60 
years of age or older, and live in Somer-
ville (own or rent) or a Somerville 
resident with a disability (Photoelectric 
Alarms with ADA Compliant Strobe 
Light are available.) There is a brief ap-
plication that will need to be filled out, 
signed and returned. Please contact 
Debby Higgins, Outreach Coordinator 
at the Somerville Council on Aging, at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2321 to request an 
application. Don’t delay calling. This 
program is on a first come / first serve 
basis and will be ending December 31, 
2016. This is a Federally funded grant.
 
Free Groceries Every Month? You may 
be eligible for the Commodity Supple-
mental Food Program! CSFP is a once a 
month food distribution for individuals 
60 years of age or older. You may be 
eligible to receive two free bags of food 
once a month containing healthy shelf 
stable products. Proof of identity and 

age are all that is required to apply. For 
more information or to apply please 
call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 – applica-
tions are available at the front desk of 
our Holland Street Center.  
 
Resorts Casino Atlantic City, New 
Jersey – January 8th-10th
$169.00pp Double/$259.00 Single Trip 
Includes Motorcoach Transportation, 
2 Nights Lodging at the Resorts, $25 
Slot Dollars, 2/$30.00 Meal Credits and 
a Show Ticket if available. For more 
information call Connie at 617-625-
6600 ext. 2300
 
 LGBTQ Advisory Group – Monday, 
January 9th at 4:30 p.m. in the confer-
ence room of our Holland Street Cen-
ter. Please contact Debby Higgins at 
617-625-6600, ext. 2321 for additional 
information or questions.
 
 
Planning for the Future A Financial 
and Legal Exploration of Options: – 
January 12th 5-6:30pm in the Atrium 
at our Holland Street Center. Please call 
617-625-6600 ext. 2300 to register.
 
 
Painting with Linda – Fridays, January 
27th, February 3rd and February 10th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at our 
Holland Street Center. $15 fee for sup-
plies and materials – space is limited 
– registration is a must – please call 
Josephine or Connie at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300.
 
Diabetes Shoe Clinic – Tuesday, April 
18th at our Holland Street Center from 
9:00 a.m. to noontime. If you have 
Medicare and diabetes you should be 
eligible for a free pair of diabetes shoes 
every year. An appointment is a must 
so please call Natasha at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2317 to schedule yours.
 
Happy Wedding Anniversary – Mon-
day, April 24th at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Somerville Holiday Inn located on 30 
Washington Street. Are you a married 
couple celebrating 50 years or more 
of marriage? The SCOA is looking 
for couples to come celebrate this 
joyous occasion. We will be hosting an 
Anniversary Luncheon. Please call 617-
625-6600, ext. 2300 to get on the list to 
join the festivities.  
 
Kentucky Derby – Thursday, May 
4th to Tuesday, May 9th – $1,154 per 
person / double only – 6 days & 5 
nights – Package includes roundtrip 
motor coach transportation, 5 nights’ 
accommodation, and general admis-
sion to Kentucky Derby, Louisville 
Slugger Factory and so much more. 
Please contact Connie at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2300 for additional information or 
to book your trip.
 
LGBTQ EVENTS
 
LGBTQ Advisory Group –This group 
meets quarterly in the conference 
room of our Holland Street Center at 
4:30 p.m. and run for one hour. We are 
always looking for new members who 
would like to serve on the Advisory 
Group. Please call Debby Higgins, 
Outreach Coordinator at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email dhiggins@
Somervillema.gov if you have any ques-
tions or if you should need additional 
information.
 
LGBTQ Advisory Group will be meet-
ing on Monday, January 9th in the 
conference room of our Holland Street 
Center at 4:30 P.M.  
 
*If you require additional information 
or have any questions regarding the 
LGBTQ events or the Advisory Group, 
please call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300
 
LBT Women Fit-4-Life – Fitness and 
Nutrition Classes. Classes are Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings starting at 6:00 
P.M. $10 a month fee – scholarships 
available & it just might be covered 
under your insurance. We have avail-
able slots and would love to have you. If 
you have any questions or require ad-
ditional information, please contact our 
Health & Wellness Coordinator, Chris 
Kowaleski at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300
  

WEEKLY EXERCISE CLASS SCHED-
ULE
Holland Street Center= (H)​Ralph 
& Jenny Center= (JR)​Cross Street 
Center=(C)
Mondays:
9:15 Keep Moving Walking Club (H) 
(on Hiatus till spring)
10:00 Bike Club (Weather dependent – 
call for information)
1:00 Fit-4-Life Group C (H)
4:00 Ageless Grace (H) (5 week series – 
call for information)
 
Tuesdays:
9:15 Strengthening – $3 per class (H)
11:15 Fit-4-Life (C)
6:00 LBT Fit-4-Life* (H)
 
Wednesdays:
8:45 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) – Exercise
9:00 Fit-4-Life Group B (H) – Nutrition
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group B (H) – Exercise
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) – Nutri-
tion
12:00 Fit-4-Life Group C (H) – Nutri-
tion
1:00 Fit-4-Life Group C (H) – Exercise
5:15 Zumba for All – $3 per class (H)
 
Thursdays:
9:00 Yoga (H) (5 week series – call for 
information)
9:30 Strengthening – $3 per class (RJ)
11:15 Fit-4-Life (C)
6:00 LBT Fit-4-Life*(H)
 
Fridays:
8:45 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) – Exercise
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group B (H) – Exercise
10:00 Fit-4-Life Group A (H) – Nutri-
tion
*All Fit-4-Life classes are $10 per 
month and require pre-registration
One-on-one nutrition is on hiatus until 
further notice.
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
 
Friendly Caller Program
Do you know someone who could 
benefit from a friendly call? Maybe you 
are feeling isolated and want someone 
to talk to – or you just want someone 
to listen. Please call Natasha at 617-
625-6600 ext. 2300 to sign up for our 
“Friendly Caller” Program.  
 
 
GROUP INFORMATION
Men’s Group – Meets the first Tuesday 
of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 
A.M. This group is facilitated by our 
volunteer, Norbert DeAmato. Are you 
recently retired? Looking to connect 
with other men in the community? 
Join our men’s group where you can 
connect with old friends and make new 
ones. All men 55 and over are welcome. 
Come chat about what is on your mind! 
If you have any questions or require 
additional information, please give us a 
call at 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.
                                                                         
Caregiver Support Group – Meets the 
third Tuesday of each month from 
6:00 to 7:30 P.M. Our Social Worker, 
Natasha Naim, facilitates this group. 
Are you caring for a parent, relative, 
spouse or close friend? Feeling isolated 
or overwhelmed? You are not alone! 
Come share your experience and 
practical support. Open to all and new 
members are always welcome. If you 
are interested in joining, have any ques-
tions or require additional information 
please call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300 and 
ask to speak to Natasha.
 
Veterans Group – Meets the third 
Monday of each month from 9:30 to 
10:30 A.M. Our volunteer, Norbert De-
Amato, facilitates this group. Are you 
a veteran? The Veterans Group is the 
perfect opportunity to socialize, have 
solidarity, to reminisce and to meet 
other veterans. If you are interested or 
require additional information, please 
call 617-625-6600 Ext. 2300.
 
Low Vision Support Group – Meets the 
second (2nd) Tuesday of each month 
from 10:30 to 11:30 A.M. Our Social 
Worker, Natasha Naim, facilitates this 
group. Do you know someone who 
has trouble seeing? Do you have low 
vision? Join our Low Vision Support 
Group for educational and informa-
tive information and peer support in a 
confidential environment. Lunch and 

transportation may be available on 
request. Please call 617-625-6600 Ext. 
2300 if you are interested in attending, 
have any questions or require addi-
tional information.
 
Current Events Group – Meets every 
Thursday from 10:00 to 11:00 A.M. 
Our Social Worker, Natasha Naim, 
facilitates this group. Join a group of 
your peers to discuss current events. 
Please call Natasha at 617-625-6600 
Ext. 2300 for additional information or 
if you have any questions.
Book Club – Meets the third Friday 
of each month from 10:00 to 11:30 
A.M. This group self-facilitates. Group 
members choose both fiction and non-
fiction titles on a quarterly basis. Books 
are available on reserve at the Central 
Branch of the Somerville Library. 
Please call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 if 
additional information is needed.
 
Gardening Club – Meets the second 
Monday of each month starting at 9:00 
A.M. and running for an hour most 
times. Our volunteer, Vilma Sullivan, 
facilitates this group. A different topic 
each month ranging from gardening 
tips & secrets to inexpensive “green-
houses.” Call 617-625-6600, ext. 2300 if 
additional information is needed.
 
The Moonlighters – Meets every Mon-
day at 10:30 A.M. and runs September 
through June. Led by Somerville Youth 
Arts Coordinator, Jimmy DelPonte, 
the Moonlighters are an older version 
of the SunSetters. If you like to sing 
then this group is for you. Sometimes 
taking their skills on the road. Contact 
our main office at 617-625-6600 Ext. 
2300 if you should require additional 
information.
 
Senior Housing 101 –Meets the last 
Tuesday of every month from 10:00 
to 11:30 A.M. Social Worker, Natasha 
Naim will be facilitating this group. 
Participants can learn about the range 
of options that older adults have when 
thinking about where to live. Please call 
Natasha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2317 to 
sign up!
 
Bereavement Support Group – Meets 
bi-monthly on Mondays from 1:00 to 
2:00 P.M. at our Holland Street Center. 
Social Worker, Natasha Naim, facili-
tates this group. Please call 617-625-
6600, ext. 2300 and ask for Natasha.
 
De-cluttering support group: – If you 
have concerns around your clutter, 
this group may be for you. This closed 
group meets both in spring and fall for 
6-8 weeks. This group is co-facilitated 
by Natasha Naim and Marina Colonas. 
For more information, please call Nata-
sha at 617-625-6600 ext. 2300.
 
Women’s Group: – Coming soon. For 
more information, please call Natasha 
at 617-625-6600 ext. 2300.
*All these groups meet at our Holland 
Street Center located at 167 Holland 
Street 
 
English Conversation – Meets every 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday begin-
ning at 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at our 
Cross Street Center located at 165 
Broadway. Maureen Bastardi, Program 
Coordinator and Sandy Francis, Cross 
Street Center Volunteer, work together 
to facilitate this group. No books, no 
tests, no stress – just a great group of 
older adults from all over the world 
who help each other to listen, speak 
and learn English. Continue conversa-
tion throughout a healthy lunch. Please 
contact Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2335 for additional information.
 
Arts & Crafts – Meets every Thursday 
from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at our Cross 
Street Center located at 165 Broadway. 
Join us in a relaxing atmosphere as we 
learn about a wide range of arts & crafts 
from weaving to watercolor pencils. 
Maureen Bastardi, Program Coordina-
tor facilitates this group. Please call 
Maureen at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 to 
sign up or for additional information.
 
**These groups meet at our Cross Street 
Center located at 165 Broadway
 
Tax information for Seniors

Tax Clauses to be aware of:
Tax Deferral, Clause 41A:
Taxpayers should be aware of a 
significant change to the Tax Deferral, 
Clause 41A program put forth by the 
Mayor and approved by the Board of 
Aldermen in FY 2016. Clause 41A 
allows those 65 and older to defer up to 
100% of their property taxes until such 
time that the property is sold or upon 
the death of the applicant. Prior to FY 
2016, deferred taxes were assessed an 
annual interest charge of 8% and an 
applicant’s income could not exceed 
$40,000. With the change enacted by 
the City, the interest rate has been low-
ered to 4% per year and income limit 
has been increased to the maximum 
allowed at $56,000.
 
Additional eligibility requirements include owner-
ship and occupancy in the Somerville property 
for 5 years and age 65 by the July 1 previous to the 
start of the new fiscal year. Applications must be 
filed annually by no later than 3 months after the 
issuance of the actual bill. Deadline for filing is April 
1 unless the first falls on a weekend in which case the 
deadline is the next business day.  
 
Qualifying for the deferral does not prevent an 
applicant the ability to qualify for other exemptions 
such as an elderly (clause 41C or 17D), veteran 
(clause 22), or other. Applicants should know 
that the deferral places a lien on the property and 
requires payment of the deferred taxes upon sale of 
the home or the passing of the applicant. However, 
for those with limited income and ability to make 
annual property tax payments, the program offers 
a viable alternative for managing property tax pay-
ments and finances in general.
 
Senior Circuit Breaker Tax Credit:
The senior circuit breaker tax credit is not granted 
by the Board of Assessors but allows a potential State 
income tax credit. Eligible taxpayers who own their 
Somerville homes may claim a credit equal to the 
amount that their property tax payments including 
50% of their water and sewer charges for the year 
exceed 10% of their total income for that tax year. 
Income limits and maximum assessed value limits 
are adjusted each year by the State.  
 
To qualify for calendar 2015, taxpayers had to be 
65 on or before December 31, 2015. Income could 
not exceed $57,000 for single persons, $85,000 
for married filing jointly, and $71,000 for head of 
household. Assessed value (full value excluding 
residential exemption valuation reduction) could not 
exceed $693,000. In calendar 2015, the credit could 
not exceed $1,070.
 
As an example for illustration only, note the fol-
lowing:
Calendar 2015 property taxes plus 50% of water and 
sewer charges = $6,000
Calendar 2015 income = $50,000 X 10% =​​​ – $5,000
Credit on State income tax =​​​​​ $1,000
 
All taxpayers are urged to check with their accoun-
tant and/or read State income tax guidelines care-
fully.​ Interested seniors can find more information at 
mass.gov/dor/seniors
 
Hardship, Clause 18:
The hardship exemption allows the Board of As-
sessors to grant up to a full property exemption 
for taxpayers who by reason of age, infirmity, and 
poverty, are in the judgement of the Assessors 
unable to contribute fully to their tax liability. The 
Board may also grant an exemption based upon a 
financial hardship resulting from a change to active 
military status.
 
Additional requirements include ownership and oc-
cupancy of the property as of the July 1 for the fiscal 
year in question. The applicant must be an individual 
and not a business entity or corporation. All co-
owners must independently qualify for the exemp-
tion to be granted. Unlike deferral clauses, there is 
no lien placed on the property and no pay back of 
abated taxes. Deadline for filing is April 1 unless the 
first falls on a weekend or holiday in which case the 
deadline is the next business day.
 
Temporary Hardship, Clause 18A:
 
The temporary hardship exemption gives taxpayers 
the ability to defer up to 100% of their property 
taxes. To qualify, taxpayers, regardless of age, must 
have a demonstrated financial hardship and lack the 
resources to pay the taxes because of unemployment, 
illness, change to active military status, or other 
reason as determined by the Assessors. Applicants 
may defer all or part of their property taxes for up to 
three consecutive years.
 
The deferred taxes plus interest must be paid with 
the first of up to five annual installments due 
two years after the last year of the deferral. If the 
property is sold or upon the passing of the applicant 
during the deferral period, taxes plus interest must 
be paid as well.
 
Additional requirements include ownership 
and occupancy as of July 1 for the fiscal 
year in question and Massachusetts 
residency for the preceding 10 years. 
Deadline for filing is April 1 unless 
the first falls on a weekend or holiday 
in which case the deadline is the next 
business day.
 
Applicants should know that the 
deferral places a lien on the property. 
However, for those with limited income 
and ability to make annual property tax 
payments, the program offers a viable 
alternative for managing property tax 
payments and finances in general.
 

Somerville Council on Aging Weekly Organizational Updates & Information
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Real Life Somerville Police Stories Continued from page 7

Somerville PD Needs Publics Help to Catch Bank Robber
Chief David Fallon and the Somerville Police Department are seeking the public’s help in identifying a man believed to be responsible for three bank robberies this month. • 9/6/16: Santandar Bank on Highland Avenue was robbed by a man in a brown hooded sweatshirt.
• 9/22/16: Winter Hill Bank on Cutter Avenue was robbed by similar looking man in a gray hooded sweatshirt. • 9/27/16: Century Bank on Fellsway West was robbed by a similar looking man in a blue hooded sweatshirt. In each robbery, the man handed a note to the teller demand-
ing money and fled with a quantity of cash. The suspect, believed to be pictured above in all three robberies, is described as a white male, in his 20s or early 30s, with thin facial hair. A cash reward is being offered through MassMostWanted for any information the leads police to the 
capture of this dangerous suspect. These cases are also being investigated by the FBI Bank Robbery Task Force. If anyone recognizes this individual or has any information on any of these bank robberies, they are asked to call 617-799-9138.

USA TODAY (10/27, Johnson) reports Federal authorities “unsealed an 
indictment Thursday, charging 56 people in a vast scheme in which suspects 
posed as Internal Revenue Service agents and immigration authorities.” 
The scheme “employed a network of telephone call centers based in India,” 
and targeted more than 15,000 victims. The fraud threatened people with 
“fines, deportation or imprisonment,” and “thousands” were defrauded with 
the money “laundered through groups of U.S. co-conspirators using wire 
transfers and debit cards.” The Indian government has been alerted that the 

US will “seek to prosecute the Indian suspects in the United States.”
The New York Times (10/27, Lichtblau) reports “dozens” were charged with 
“taking part in a giant international crime ring” using “Indian telephone 
call centers to bilk thousands of Americans out of more than $300 million.” 
There were five call centers in India charged, from which calls originated to 
the US, with callers posing as IRS or US customs agent “loan officers, police 
officers or other authority figures” who threatened targets “with arrest or 
deportation if bogus debts were not paid.”

US Issues Indictments In $300 Million IRS Phone 
Fraud Conspiracy

Letter to the Editor: Somerville Has Good Cops

A few weeks ago I came across 
something that I have became 
to familiar with in the city of 
Somerville. 

While at the gas station over on 
Cambridge street there was a 

homeless man being thrown out 
of the gas station for tying to get 
some coffee without paying for it. 
What came next is something I 
was not expecting, a police officer 
putting gas in his car walked up to 
the man and conversed with him 

for a few minutes before walking 
him over to the Dunkin Donuts to 
buy him a full meal and on top of 
that even gave him a few sweaters 
from the trunk of his car. I could 
not let this kind gesture go un-
noticed so I approached the officer 

and let him know that I saw every-
thing and his simple response was 
I am just doing what is right. The 
officer was wearing a Somerville 
police jacket with a small emblem 
above the police patch but I was 
not able to get his name but later I 

identified him as Somerville Police 
Auxiliary Officer Lucas Ribeiro

 -Katyln Rae
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Somerville Police on Bike Lane Safety Tips

The ceremony began at Prospect 
Hill at noon with a a processional 
led by a re-enactor portraying 
General George Washington on 
horseback which left from the City 
Hall Concourse at 11:30 a.m. 
As always, members of the 
public were invited to participate, 
and were encouraged to wear 
traditional colonial clothing. The 
annual ceremony commemorated 
the raising of the nation’s first 

official flag, featuring thirteen 
red and white horizontal stripes, 
atop Prospect Hill on New Year’s 
Day, 1776. At the time, Prospect 
Hill was a key site in a string of 
fortifications created by Wash-
ington and the Continental Army 
in their siege of British troops in 
Boston during the first year of the 
American Revolution. 
 
The afternoon’s program included 

songs, readings, and participants 
from local militia, and the Ancient 
and Honorable Company (first 
chartered in 1638, as well as His 
Majesty’s 10th Regiment of Foot, 
who will be representing the Brit-
ish Army and will be bringing a 
message from King George III. 
Brigadier General Richard John-
son for Massachusetts, and the 
American Legion Post 19 Honor 
Guard lead a military salute as a 

commemorative flag was raised 
atop the Prospect Hill Tower. 
Finally, in honor of the kickoff of 
the City’s 175th Birthday year, By-
ron DeLear of the North Ameri-
can Vexillological Association 
shared his newest findings about 
the significance of the Grand 
Union Flag and its connection to 
the name of our nation. 
 
Light refreshments were served, 

and miniature replicas of the 
Grand Union Flag, both as a flag 
and a lapel pin, as well as colonial-
era tri corner hats and a few items 
highlighting the City’s historic 
assets were available for purchase. 
The recently stabilized Tower 
through Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) funds was also open to 
the public following the ceremony

More photos on pages 19

Somerville’s 241st Grand Union Flag Raising on Prospect Hill 2017 Continued from front page



	 16		  Tuesday January 3rd, 2017   									         The Somerville News Weekly	

Asphalt Services, Inc. is the best choice for commercial & residential paving. We are family owned and operated, having faithfully served 
businesses & residents in Massachusetts for more than three decades.
We recognize that you can take your business anywhere. Beginning with the first contact, we will work to earn your trust and give you a fair 
price, a project timeline, and supervise the work on your paving project so that it is done right the first time.
No job to big or to small! 			 

Our Clients Just a few of our clients include:
 Stop and Shop * Keypoint Partners * The Beal Companies * Alexandria Real Estate * Boston College* Beacon Management * Meredith & Grew 

And many more!

Asphaltservicesinc.com

1(866)5-HOT-TOP

Join us for Brunch at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville every Sunday for all your breakfast and dinner favorites, raw bar, fresh fruits, omelettes 
station, danishes, muffins, carving station with roast sirloin, ham, turkey, also seafood newburg, pastries, desserts and more! Special $18.99 per person by 
mentioning this ad!  

Mount Vernon Restaurant Somerville Sunday Brunch

Somerville Public Library 
Smartphone Lessons Available 

  

If your new smartphone has you stumped or you’re not sure how to sign up for an email 
address, the Somerville Public Library is here to help. Sign up for one-on-one technol-
ogy lessons with Technology Librarian Heidi Downing by calling 617-623-5000 x2920 
or emailing her at hdowning@minlib.net.

ZAMMUTO REAL ESTATE SOMERVILLE
“You can count on me for professional service.”

Real Estate Sales and Rentals Rosalee Zammuto
Licensed Broker / Owner 18 Thorndike Street Somerville, MA 02144

RosaleeZammuto@yahoo.com Cell Phone: (617) 968-0291 
Email: rosaleezammuto@yahoo.com http://www.rzammuto.com
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Somerville Computers

238 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA (617)666-5692 For all your computer needs in a hurry!

Somerville Mayor Joseph A. Cur-
tatone and Cambridge City Man-

Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)764-3440

Somerville’s 241st Anniversary of the Raising of that Flag Through the Camera Lens of Skip Murray

By Skip Murray

January 1, 1776, General George 
Washington orders the Great Union 

flag to placed atop Prospect Hill, 
Somerville, MA, (then known as 
Charlestown Across the Neck), a 
flag that could be seen far and wide, 

including by all the British in Boston, 
letting them know of the Colonist’s 
resolve toward its own independence. 
It is the first American flag planted on 

U.S. soil “We had hoisted the Union 
Flag in compliment to the United 
Colonies.” said Washington. Today we 
celebrate the 241th Anniversary of the 

Raising of that flag here in Somerville. 

Continued to page 21
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Does this topic deserve to be the “Somervillen Voice Topic of the Week”, we don’t know who does so you decide!

Here’s this Week’s Somervillen Voice Topic of the Week Choice and You Decide!

Send Us Your Somervillen Voice Topic of 
the Week to: Wmtauro@bostonnewsgroup.com

Should Somerville Follow In Boston’s Steep Snow Removal Penalties?

BOSTON SNOW RE-
MOVAL PENALTIES (H 
3326)

By Bob Katzen 
The House and Senate 

approved and sent to 
Gov. Baker legislation 
that would increase the 
maximum fines levied on 
Boston property owners 
who fail to shovel their 
sidewalks or throw their 
“private snow” onto the 
street or any other public 
property. Current fines 
are capped at $200. The 
bill would increase the 
maximum fine to $1,500. 
The measure, already 

approved by the Boston 
City Council, requires 
that unpaid fines are 
added to property tax 
bills.
  Supporters said that 
the illegal dumping 
of residential or com-
mercial snow on public 
roads makes the already 
difficult snow removal 
process worse, raises the 
city’s costs and increases 
safety risks for drivers. 

They noted that failure 
to remove snow from 
sidewalks is dangerous 
and can seriously injure 
someone and even result 
in death.
Opponents said a $1,500 
fine is excessive. 
   Send Us Your Choice 
for This Week’s Somer-
ville News Weekly 
“Somervillen Voice’s 
Topic” of the Week!
What topic is the most 

deserving of that title for 
the world to see for any 
recent good deed or mind 
boggling thing that they 
may have recently accom-
plished!
____________________
Send all your “Somervil-
len Voice ” candidate 
choices to:Wmtauro@
bostonnewsgroup.com
All calls and contacts are 
kept strictly confidential 

STATE RECYCLING AND CITY AND TOWN RECYCLING

By Bob Katzen
 
   On June 9, 2016, the 
Senate 38-0, approved a 
bill that would require 
state agencies and courts 

to implement recycling 
programs by 2018. Man-
datory recycling would 
include lead batteries, 
metal containers, glass 
containers, polymer 
plastics, recyclable pa-
per, carpets, fluorescent 
lamps, cathode ray tubes 
and construction and 
demolition material. 
   Agencies and courts 
with more than 50 em-

ployees would be required 
to submit an annual 
report to the secretary of 
energy and environmen-
tal affairs detailing their 
actions.
   Supporters said this 
was a major step forward 
in the ongoing recycling 
campaign to ensure the 
state complies with solid 
waste reduction plans.
   Also on June 18, 2016, 

the Senate 39-0, approved 
a bill that would require 
cities and towns to reduce 
their solid waste to no 
more than 600 pounds 
per capita by July 2018 
and no more than 450 
pounds per capita by 
July 2022. The measure 
also requires the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection to establish 
performance standards 

for municipal solid waste 
reduction by July 1, 2017.
   Supporters said the bill 
would decrease pollution, 
save money and protect 
the environment. They 
noted that this is another 
major step toward pre-
serving the environment 
for future generations.

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR SENIORS

By Bob Katzen

  On June 16, 2016, the 
Senate 35-0, approved a 
bill that would raise from 
$55,000 to $80,000 the 
maximum annual income 
a senior over 65 can earn 
and still be eligible for a 

property tax deferral. The 
local community decides 
whether to allow a tax 
deferral in the first place.
 Communities can charge 
up to 8 percent interest 
on the amount deferred. 

The amount of the de-
ferral plus interest must 
be paid when the senior 
moves or dies.
   Amendment support-
ers said this will reduce 
expenses for seniors and 

allow more of them to 
remain in their homes.
   This bill was given ini-
tial approval by the House 
but has been tied up in 
the Bills in Third Reading 
Committee since July.

By Bob Katzen

The state’s current $10 
per hour minimum wage 

increases to $11 on January 
1 for some 500,000 workers 
in the Bay State. This will 
be the third consecutive 

annual pay increase since 
2014 when the Legislature 
approved a $3 hike in the $8 
per hour minimum wage to 

take place over a three-year 
period. The wage rose from 
$8 to $9 in 2015 and then to 
$10 per hour in 2016.

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES TO $11 PER HOUR ON JANUARY 1
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The Kiwanis Club of Somer-
ville was organized on March 
16, 1925, and chartered on 
May 21, 1925.  The Club has 
been active in the City of 
Somerville for 88 years!
 
The Objects of Kiwanis

To give primacy to the human 
and spiritual, rather than the 
material values of life.

To encourage the daily living 
of the Golden Rule in all hu-
man relationships.
 

To promote the adoption and 
the application of higher so-
cial, business, and professional 
standards.
 
To develop, by precept and 
example, a more intelligent, 
aggressive, and serviceable 

citizenship.
 
To provide, through Kiwanis 
clubs, a practical means to 
form enduring friendships, to 
render altruistic service, and 
to build better communities.
 

To cooperate in creating and 
maintaining that sound public 
opinion and high idealism 
which make possible the 
increase of righteousness, jus-
tice, patriotism, and goodwill.

Join The Kiwanis Club of Somerville

Contact:Secretary,  George McLean
            P.O. Box 45303

            Somerville, MA 02145
or 

Email:gfmclean@comcast.net

Somerville’s 241st Grand Union Flag Raising on Prospect Hill 2017 Continued from page 15
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Many Villens celebrating their birthdays this week in the Ville! Happy Birthday greetings go out to John Caruso, Noelle Spinosa McCullock, Janene Donnelly, Ken Sprague, 
Harry Agritha, Hung Goon, Bob Boudreau, Jimmy Deoliveira, Marie Miele, Ray Perez, Joe Vendetti, Paul Cook, Adam Gambino, Joseph E. McCain, Gary L Grosse, J.R. Roach, 
Cherie Lee Neumuller, Thomas Cassgnol, Happy 95th Birthday to Erasmia Cacciola, Happy 10th Biirthday to Xavier DAVID Blaine and Happy Birthday to Mia!

The Somerville News Weekly Favorite Birthday Photo Series

CustomServe CD Specials 
Choose the term that works best for you 

 
 

 
*Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is effec�ve 01/04/17.  This offer may be subject to change or be withdrawn without prior no�ce.   
Minimum opening deposit and minimum balance required to obtain “APY” is $500.  Substan�al penalty may be  imposed for early  
withdrawal.  Fees may reduce earnings. 

15 Month CD 
1.35% APY* 

30 Month CD 
1.50% APY* 

Check Out Winter Hill Loan Center

Somerville News Weekly 
Magic Moments Series on next page 

21
1. Three good friends reminiscing!
2. A big shout out goes out to cousin Joe 
Decicco
3. Happy Anniversary to Felista and Skip
4. Happy Anniversary to Terri and Bill Latta 
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The Somerville News Weekly Favorite Photo Series

Somerville
 Photos of the Week 

Series by Skip Murray

Check Out New Exclusive Police & Fire Department Series only on Bostonnewsgroup.com & 
Thesomervillenewsweekly.com

Somerville’s 241st Anniversary of the Raising of that Flag Through the Camera Lens of Skip Murray
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Tauro Realty 
Large Scale Development Opportunities

Apartment Rentals 

(617)666-2300

Pat’s Enterprises

Property Management & Business Development

(617)628-7501

Best Insurance Agency in Somerville 201`5
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Jerry’s Liquor Mart
329 Somerville Ave, Somerville
(617) 666-5410
Hours: 
Monday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Tuesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Wednesday	 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
Thursday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Friday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm
Saturday	 9:00 am – 11:00 pm

Law Office of 
Attorney Sean O’Donovan

Specializing 
in

* Real Estate/ Zoning Law*
*Personal Injury*

Call For Initial Free Consultation
(617)629-8888- FAX (617)623-7990

741 Broadway Somerville
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Join The Somerville Lions Club

Be a Part of Something Big, Join the Somerville Lions Club . Bring a Friend and Join! Learn more about the world’s largest service organiza-
tion. When it comes to meeting challenges, our response is simple: We serve. Our volunteer projects unite Lions around the community. 
And our 
pride is unconditional. We aren’t limited by continents or restricted to certain causes. Lions help wherever, whenever and however we can. 
For more information call President Billy Tauro at: (617)293-2016 or email him at: Wmtauro@aol.com 

We meet every 1st & 3rd Tuesdasy of each month at the Mount Vernon Restaurant in Somerville at 6:15pm
 Dinner Members $5.00/ Non Members $15.00 

Membership Fee Now Only $75.00 Per Year!

                                            Call Today Billy Tauro to Join (617)293-2016    Somerville Lions President Billy Tauro

Our next meeting is on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 6:15pm   

Pat’s Towing Service
 of Somerville (617)776-5810

Somerville Goes Jerry’s Liquor Union Square 



The Somerville News Weekly              

Download Our Free 
Mobile App Today!

Keywords: 
Green Cab and Yellow Cab

Call:   (617)625-5000 or (617)628-0600

Serving Somerville , Arlington, Cambridge, Charlestown, Medford, Malden and Everett
We are fully licensed and regulated by the City of Somerville.  Family owned and operated for over 35 years.  All our drivers are licensed by the Somerville 
Police Department where CORI and driving records are strictly monitored.  For your safety, please beware of “gypsy” taxi’s and new trendy car services that are 
NOT licensed or regulated.  You can TRUST our service....

We offer: Fleet of 93 Vehicles * Corporate Accounts * 24 / 7 Service to Logan Airport * Social transportation to Boston Sporting Events * 
* 24-Hour Package Delivery * Hospital and Doctor appointment transportation * Automated GPS Dispatching *

GREEN CAB & YELLOW  CAB OF SOMERVILLE

Tuesday January 3rd, 2017           25

Town & Country
Over 30 Years Experience

Ask About Our Guaranteed
One Week Installations

Bathrooms FirstLic# 075263 * Insured

                   (781)789-7346

GE AUTO REPAIR MECANICA EM GERAL O Ge e Joia!
781.831.1034

631 Somerville Avenue Somerville MA 02143

GE AUTO REPAIR
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Welcome to Psychic ViewPoints

www.psychicviewpoints.com

C. B. Scoops Medford

“Custom Ice Cream Pizza”
Call(781)393-5959

http://www.cbscoops.com
453 high Street Medford
Tell Them We Sent You!

LAW OFFICE OF 
MICHAEL T.  DWYER

ASSEMBLY SQUARE
5 MIDDLESEX AVENUE, STE. 400

SOMERVILLE, MA 02145
Tel: 617-625-5200

Email: mike@mikedwyerlaw.com
Spring Is In The Air 

& Somerville
 Is Looking For 

Crossing Guards

453 
High Street

West Medford, MA 02155
781-393-5959

 Hours change seasonally
Master Card, Visa 

and Discover accepted

The Mills at Pulaski Place 
New England’s Largest Indoor Antique Marketplace

Conveniently located just off Route 128 in Peabody  Over 250,000 square feet shop space available 
Hours:Tuesday-Friday 11:00am-5:00pm Saturday-Sunday 11:00am-6:00pm

Contact Gary P. Decicco directly at 781-844-9253

Antique Dealer Space Available
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Gene Brune’s Book 
“ The Spirit of Somerville”
 print edition can be found 

at 
www.spiritofsomerville.com

Cambridge Mobile

  

Danny Jay Full Service Painting Contractor

 

We’re a locally owned and operated company with over 20 years of industry experi-
ence. We value honesty and integrity, and stand behind our work. We specialize in 
both interior and exterior residential and commercial painting projects. We pride 
ourselves on the quality of our work as well as our commitment to outstanding results. 
We look forward to building long term relationships with our clients and guarantee 
your satisfaction!

Call us for a quote!

(617)628-5511

John’s Auto 
Sales
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You can find 
The

 Somerville News 
Weekly

almost everywhere 
in  the Ville 

and beyond!
You Find Us In 

The 
Strangest Places!
Look for us in a 

location near you!
More Reasons To 
Advertise With 

Us!

Call 
(617)293-

2016

Place Your Ad Here for 
Only

$25 per week
1(888)625-2706

or
Email:

 Wmtauro@bostonnewgroup.com

Advertise in the Somerville News 
Weekly 

with display ads at low price specials!

And get posted on Bostonnewsgroup.
com for FREE!

Check out our low print edition
 specials with 

prices at 50% off!

A bargain and be seen by thousands 
daily!

(Deadlines Monday for Tuesday print)

$25 Per Wk
Contact Bill Tauro

Wmtauro@Bostonnewsgroup.com or 
call(617)293-2016

Skip
The

(781)640-6256
On Site

Repairs * Tune-ups * Winterization
Maintenance

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Verani Realty Merges with Prudential 

Buccelli Real EstateMarketplace
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Happy Holidays from Our Sponsors  Somerville News Weekly Customer Appreciation!

Check Out 2016 Somerville’s Best of the Best Winners on Page 39

Somerville Redevelopment Authority Seeking New Member

Applicants Sought for Vacant Somer-
ville Redevelopment Authority Position
SOMERVILLE – The Somerville Re-
development Authority (SRA), which 
is tasked with implementation of the 

City’s urban renewal plans, is seeking 
applicants to fill a current vacancy on 
the five-member board.
In recent years, the SRA has been 
instrumental in the success of the 
transit-oriented redevelopment of 
Assembly Row as well as progress on 
the Union Square Revitalization Plan. 
Among other duties, as provided under 
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 

121B, the SRA is vested with the legal 
authority to declare that an area is 
substandard, decadent, and/or blighted 
and thus eligible for urban renewal. The 
law further grants the SRA the author-
ity to prepare an urban renewal plan for 
the redevelopment of designated areas 
and to implement the goals of that plan.
Ideal candidates must be Somerville 
residents and will have experience in 

any or all of the following fields: com-
munity planning, public transportation, 
transit-oriented development, real es-
tate development, housing or financial 
services, and design and architecture. 
Members meet monthly and serve stag-
gered terms of five years each or may 
serve a shorter period if the appoint-
ment is for the balance of an unfulfilled 
term of a prior member. This position 

will complete an existing term that runs 
through Sept. 12, 2019.
Four of the SRA’s five members are 
appointed by the Mayor and one is 
appointed by the Governor. The current 
vacancy is for a Mayoral appointment. 
Interested applicants are invited to send 
a statement of interest and resume to 
planning@somervillema.gov by close of 
business on Thursday, Dec. 22.

The City of Somerville announced 
today that it is forming a community 
advisory committee to assist in the 
review and recommendation of capital 
improvement projects for upcoming 
fiscal years. The committee, which will 
comprise five community members, 
will work with City staff to review and 
provide feedback and recommenda-
tions, on behalf of the entire commu-
nity, on project prioritization.
 Background
The City has historically released a mul-
tiyear Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 
annually that establishes specific time-
lines for needed capital improvement 
projects, ranging from annual street 

and sidewalk repairs to major building 
and open space improvements to criti-
cal infrastructure upgrades. Moving 
forward, the City will continue to 
establish specific timelines for critical 
projects, but will now also work annu-
ally with the CIP Advisory Committee 
to review and prioritize additional 
projects based on available resources 
and community needs. All capital 
projects are submitted to the Board of 
Aldermen for funding approval.
 
Qualifications and Requirements
The City is seeking five community 
members (residents, business leaders, 
community stakeholders) who have 

a strong knowledge of the City of 
Somerville and the interests of the 
general community, with preferred 
backgrounds in fields such as urban 
design, municipal government and/or 
government management, and capital 
finance, though all interested commu-
nity members are encouraged to apply.
 
Advisory Committee members will be 
appointed for two- or three-year terms, 
and will be required to attend regular 
meetings over the course of several 
consecutive months each year to meet 
with City staff, and to discuss projects 
and create a set of recommendations.
 

How to Apply
Interested applicants should submit a 
resume and cover letter to SomerStat, 
the Mayor’s Office of Innovation and 
Analytics, by Monday, January 9, at 5 
p.m., by emailing Michael Mastrobuoni 
(MMastrobuoni@somervillema.gov).
The City of Somerville does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, age, national origin, disability 
or any other protected category. Auxil-
iary aids and services, written materials 
in alternative formats, and reasonable 
modifications in policies and proce-
dures will be provided to qualified ap-
plicants and employees with disabilities 
free of charge, upon request.

If you need auxiliary aids and services 
for effective communication, written 
materials in alternative formats, or 
reasonable modifications in policies 
and procedures in order to access this 
program, please contact the ADA Co-
ordinator no later than seven (7) busi-
ness days before the scheduled event at 
the address noted below:
 
Betsy M. Allen          
167 Holland Street, Room 207
ballen@somervillema.gov 
(617) 625-6600, Ext. 2323 (Voice)  
(617) 808-4851 (TTY)

Somerville Seeking Residents to Advise on Capital Improvement Projects

By Ceil Lucas

Actress Katey Sagal discovered a 
surprising fact about her family history 
when she appeared on the “Who Do 
You Think You Are?” TV show, which 
features celebrities tracing their roots.
Some of her distant ancestors were 
Amish – a bit of information that 
somehow failed to work its way down 
through the ages to her generation.
Sagal’s experience uncovering such a 
fascinating, but previously unknown 
family fact isn’t that far off the mark 
from what others could expect to find 
when they start tracing their family 
lines, says Ceil Lucas, a sociolinguist, 
amateur genealogist and author of How 

I Got Here: A Memoir.
“The past is chock-full of secrets ready 
to be revealed,” says Lucas, whose 
exploration of her own family history 
provided the stories she includes in her 
memoir, such as the tale of an ancestor 
who was involved in the Oklahoma 
Land Rush.
 “Each layer can be richer than the last, 
revealing people you never knew about 
and, with any luck, your family’s con-
nections to major events in history.”
She offers a few pointers to others who 
want to peel back the mystery and learn 
more about their ancestors:
• Start with what you already know 
about your family and work back from 
there. Lucas began investigating her 
family history three decades ago, about 
the same time she began making notes 
on what would become a memoir of 
her childhood in Guatemala City and 
Rome, Italy. This expatriate upbringing 

left her with a sense of “I’m not from 
here” – “here” being the U.S., where she 
was born. But her genealogical research, 
which revealed her first ancestors com-
ing to the U.S. from Scotland in 1654 
and England in 1679, showed her just 
how “from here” she is.
• Take advantage of the many genealogi-
cal resources available these days. Com-
munity colleges often offer genealogy 
classes that can help propel you on your 
journey. When it comes to research or 
DNA testing that provides revelations 
about your origins, several websites are 
invaluable, such as ancestry.com, 23an-
dme.com and myheritage.com. 
• If you plan to write a memoir, re-
member that the life story you’re telling 
will be an even richer narrative if you 
do your genealogical homework and 
include those stories of the relatives 
from your distant past. “Your ancestors 
are part of who you are,” Lucas says. 

“So you should weave them into your 
memoir and let them provide an added 
texture to your tale.”
“Filling in the genealogical picture has 
thoroughly shaped how I think about 
myself,” Lucas says. “In a way, genealogy 
has given me ‘memories’ of those who 
came before me, even 10 generations 
before me. I have pictures in my mind 
of the places they left and pictures of 
where they ended up. Their stories have 
become mine.”
About Ceil Lucas
Ceil Lucas, author of How I Got Here: 
A Memoir, is a sociolinguist. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree in French and Art 
History, a master’s degree in French and 
Italian, and a doctorate in Linguistics. 
She spent 40 years as a university 
professor and researcher. She began 
teaching Italian in 1973 and continues 
to do so. She is the editor and co-author 
of 22 books.

Will Digging Into Your Family History Unearth The Unexpected?
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ZAMMUTO REAL ESTATE
“You can count on me for professional service.”

Real Estate Sales and Rentals
Rosalee Zammuto 

Licensed Broker / Owner
Zammuto Real Estate
18 Thorndike Street

Somerville, MA 02144
RosaleeZammuto@yahoo.com 

Cell Phone: (617) 968-0291 
Email: rosaleezammuto@yahoo.com

The City of Somerville Seeks Qualified 
Candidates to Work as a Crossing Guard

The City of Somerville seeks qualified candidates to work as a Crossing Guard for 
the current school year. Morning shift is 7:15 AM – 8:30 AM; afternoon shift is 
2:30 PM – 3:15 PM. Assignments to specific work sites will be determined. Access 
to motor vehicle preferred. Must pass a pre-employment CORI and drug screen. 
Salary is $34.33 per day for working both morning and afternoon shifts.
Applications must be submitted to and are available at the City Hall Personnel 
Office, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143. You can also fax (617-666-
4426) or email resume to: employment_opportunities@somervillema.gov or to 
the Somerville Police School Safety Officer Sean Sylvester: ssylvester@police.

somerville.ma.us
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The January 2018 date was ap-
proved by voters in November 
as part of the ballot question 
legalizing the use of pot for 
recreational use.
   Senate President Stan Rosen-
berg and House Speaker Bob 

DeLeo orchestrated the delay 
and the governor has indicated 
he will sign it.
  The vote took place in the 
House and Senate on Wednes-
day with a handful of mem-
bers present in what is called 
an informal session in which 
there can be no roll call votes 
and everything is approved 
or rejected on an unrecorded 
voice vote. 
   However, at an informal 
session, a single legislator can 
hold up consideration of a bill 
until the next formal session. 
There are no more formal 
sessions planned for the 2016 
Legislature so in fact, any 
representative or senator who 
attended the session could have 
easily delayed approval of the 
bill and killed it for 2016. It 

would certainly be filed again 
for 2017 but there would likely 
be a public hearing, a debate 
on the floor of the House and 
Senate and a recorded roll call 
vote on the proposal.
   Rosenberg said that the delay 
is needed because there are 
many areas of the bill that need 
to be reviewed and revised. 
“This version of course was 
written for the ballot roughly 
a year, a year and a half before 
it actually was voted on by 
the people,” said Rosenberg. 
“A lot has changed in some of 
the other states and some of 
the parts of the bill really need 
some work. For example, the 
tax rate, there are questions 
around addiction and public 
health and public safety that 
are either not addressed or we 

can do a better job based on 
what we’re seeing in the other 
states.”   
   “Yes on 4,” the group that 
spearheaded the legalization, 
issued a press release saying 
that they are very disappointed 
that the Legislature has decided 
to alter the law in an informal 
session with little notice about 
proposed changes. The group 
says it is willing to consider 
technical changes to the law 
so that it is implemented in a 
timely and responsible man-
ner. “However, our position 
remains that the measure was 
written with careful consid-
eration regarding process and 
timelines and that no major 
legislative revisions are neces-
sary,” the statement continued. 
“Further, the voters of Mas-

sachusetts approved Question 
4 by a significant margin, and 
any alteration of the law de-
serves a transparent, delibera-
tive legislative process.”
   This delay does not affect the 
parts of the law that took effect 
on December 15 including al-
lowing persons over 21 to pos-
sess up to one ounce of mari-
juana outside their home, ten 
ounces in their home and give 
an ounce or less of marijuana 
to others. Any quantity above 
one ounce in the home must 
be under lock and key. Other 
provisions that are not affected 
include allowing the growing 
of six plants per person in his 
or her home, with a maximum 
of 12 plants per household.

INVESTMENT REALTY SOLUTIONS
Property Management

Condominiums – Single & Multi-Family -- Townhomes – Commercial Properties
*Full Service Maintenance
*Emergency Response 24/7
*Rent Maximization
*Bookkeeping & Financial Reporting
*Rent Collection
*Background Checks & Credit Checks
*Licensed Rental & Sales Staff

We handle all your property management needs and give you peace of mind!
David Gradus 617-733-8717
davidgradus@hotmail.com

 Welcome to the Somerville Rotary Club website. 
 
Rotary is a service organization and is about “Service Above Self ”. It is an organization that operates on the local, regional and international level. Rotarians serve in the community, in the workplace, and around 
the globe. In addition to service work, Rotary promotes high ethical standards in all aspects of our lives and works to build goodwill and peace in the world. Our Rotary International motto this year is “Engage 
Rotary, Change Lives”. Our club is one of over 34,000 Rotary Clubs worldwide with over 1.2 million members. Rotary clubs are open to people of all cultures and ethnicities and are not affiliated with any political or 
religious organizations.
 
Somerville Rotary is a small but active club. Through our service projects we “engage Rotary” and in the process “change lives”. Locally we support the Regional Science Fair at Somerville High School, give scholar-
ships to Somerville students, support the work of many of our non-profit agencies, ring the bell for the Salvation Army during the holidays, and read monthly to elementary school students. Rotary members 
volunteer in communities locally and abroad to support education and job training, provide clean water, combat hunger, improve health and sanitation, eradicate polio, and many more projects to make this world a 
better place for everyone. The Somerville club has participated in joint projects with another Rotary club to provide a vision testing machine to a community in Columbia and has sponsored the purchase of a walk-
in freezer for a Columbian orphanage that houses 40 children.
 
One of the focuses of Rotary International is the eradication of polio in the world. This project began in the Phillipines in 1979 and since then more than 2 billion children in 122 countries have been vaccinated 
against the disease. The world is now 99% polio free with reports of the illness in only 3 countries. The Somerville Rotary Club has supported the Polio Plunge for the last two years, sponsoring Polar Plungers and 
raising money for the international campaign.
 
Rotary is also about fellowship: meeting and working together with other professionals from the community. The Somerville Rotary Club meets weekly on Tuesdays at 12:15 at the Holiday Inn, 30 Washington 
Street in Somerville near Sullivan Station. We would love to have you join us - come to the Holiday Inn on the 2nd through 4th Tuesday of the month (the 1st is reading day). If you have any questions or would like 
more information, please use the link provided.  

Service Above Self
We meet Tuesdays at 12:15 PM 
Holiday Inn
30 Washington Street
Somerville, MA	  02143	

Join The Somerville Rotary Club
Process for Joining
Somerville Rotary is a community service organization. We welcome new 
members who value sharing their gifts with the Somerville community 
while meeting other professionals with similar interests.

You can contact us for additional information and for an introduction 
to the club. One of our members will answer your questions and provide 
educational material.
After attending three meetings, you will be asked to complete a new mem-
ber application which is presented to the Board of Directors for review. The 
Board will then notify you of the status of your application.

Contact: JScarpa@CenturyBank.com

MARIJUANA DELAY Continued from front page

By Bob Katzen
 
  Gov. Charlie Baker today an-
nounced that the salary of the 200 
members of the Legislature will 
be increased by $2,515 for the 
2017-2018 legislative session. This 
4.19 percent raise brings the cur-
rent $60,032 base salary of each of 
the 40 state senator and 160 state 
representatives to $62,547.
 
 Baker is required under the state 
constitution to determine the 

amount of a pay raise or cut that 
state legislators would receive for 
the upcoming 2017-2018 session. 
All Massachusetts governors are 
obligated to increase or decrease 
legislative salaries biennially 
under the terms of a constitutional 
amendment approved by the vot-
ers in 1998. The amendment, ap-
proved by a better than two-to-one 
margin, requires legislative salaries 
to be “increased or decreased 
at the same rate as increases or 
decreases in the median household 
income for the Commonwealth for 

the preceding two-year period, as 
ascertained by the governor.”
 
 This hike comes on the heels of 
a salary freeze for the 2015-2016 
legislative session, an $1,100 pay 
cut for the 2013-2014 session and 
a $306 pay cut for the 2011-2012 
session. Prior to 2011, legislators’ 
salaries had been raised every two 
years since the $46,410 base pay 
was first raised under the constitu-
tional amendment in 2001.
 
  The new $62,547 salary means 

legislative salaries have been raised 
$16,137, or 34.8 percent, since the 
mandated salary adjustment be-
came part of the state constitution.
 
  House Speaker Bob DeLeo and 
Senate President Stan Rosenberg, 
both Democrats, receive a $35,000 
bonus for their service — boosting 
their salaries to $97,547. House 
Minority Leader Brad Jones and 
Senate Minority Leader Bruce 
Tarr, both Republicans, receive a 
$22,500 bonus for their service — 
boosting their salaries to $85,047.

 
  Over the next few weeks, DeLeo, 
Rosenberg, Jones and Tarr will 
choose their 2017-2018 leadership 
teams and appoint dozens of mem-
bers to committee chair, vice chair 
and other leadership positions. At 
that time, many legislators will see 
their base pay boosted by bonuses 
ranging from $7,500 to $25,000. 
In the 2015-2016 session, 101 or 
more than half of the state’s 200 
legislators received one of these 
bonuses.

STATE LEGISLATORS GET $2,515 PAY HIKE
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We Want 
Your 

Business!
Advertise in the 

Somerville News Weekly with display ads at low price 
specials!

Check out our low print edition specials with prices at 
50% off!

And Get Posted in 
TheSomervilleNewsWeekly.com and BostonNewsGroup.

com News sites and their Facebook pages for FREE!
A bargain and be seen by

 thousands daily!

Only
$25 Per Week

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Vinny’s Superette

Stop in at Vinny’s Superette in Somerville and pick up your free copy of 
the Somerville News Weekly!
And while you’re there try some of the world’s best Italian food!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good people of Vinny’s Superette will prepare a nice 
fresh homemade Italian meal to satisfy your cravings within minutes!
Check them out at 76 Broadway, Somerville and tell them we sent you!

Visit: Skipmurrayphotography.com

http://www.skipmurrayphotography.com/2013/12/veterans-day-
2014-milk-row-cemetery.html?utm_source=BP_recent

Krazy Kats Embroidery
Hats * TShirts * & More

http://www.krazykatsembroidery.com

Call today: (617)884-1105

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run at 
Somerville Computers

Stop in at Somerville Computers in Somerville and pick up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!

While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing minutes the good people of 
Somerville Computers will repair your PC or Laptop or 
even sell you a pre-owed unit at reasonable prices!
Check them out at 238 Somerville Ave in Somerville and 
tell them we sent you! (617)666-5692

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Casey’s Bar on Broadway

Stop in at Casey’s and pick up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!

While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville 
News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes order a lunch 
special or have a cold beer at reasonable prices and tell 
them we sent you! 

When Kurt Shilling wants to know whats 
going on in and around Somerville he reads 

TheSomervilleNewsWeekly.com
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Somerville Overcoming Addiction Today

Programs that could Help walk u 
through the process:
 
1-855-903-1770
 
Banyan Treatment Center
 
Matthew Gamen
Northeast Regional outreach Coordina-
tor 
Recovery Advocate
Treatment Specialist 
Getting Help from Other Parents and 
other Support Groups
 
Programs that could Help walk u 
through the process
 
Banyan Treatment Center
Matthew Gamen
Northeast Regional outreach Coordina-
tor
Recovery Advocate
Treatment Specialist ………………………………………….
1-855-903-1770
 
PAATHS Program
774 Alban Street
Across the street from Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA………………………………………………………..
 

Wicked Sober
Massachusetts Outreach Program
Text – Wicked Sober to – 55469
Or call. 1-855-698-5056
 
COACHH Program of Hallmark Health
Collaborative Outreach and Adaptable Care
Includes multidisciplinary team who can provide services to any 
person who:
Has had a Narcan ( Naloxone) reversal and was treated at Hall-
mark Health Hospital System
Has visited ER Department of either Melrose Wakefield or Law-
rence Memorial Hospital More than 10x in a year
Is a pregnant women with a Substance use Disorder who is plan-
ning to deliver at Melrose Wakefield Hospital or who has already 
delivered a baby there who is diagnosed with
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome ……..( NAS )
Is a group of problems that occur in a newborn who is exposed to 
opiate drugs while the mother is pregnant .. 
 
Circle of Hope
Monday Nights 6-7pm
Somerville Police Station
221 Washington Street
Somerville.MA…Jane .......1-857-277-2480
thecircleofhope@yahoo.com
 
 
Families Anonymous
Medford,MA…………………………….Cheryl Delafa-
no……………………….781-727-1803
http://www.familiesanonymous.org
 
Learn to Cope
Cambridge ,Holyoke…………………Joanne Peter-
son……………………..508-801-3247
http://www.learn2cope.org
 
GRASP
Grief After a substance Passing
http://www.grasphelp.org
Salem, South Denise. Sau-
gus…………………………………………………….
781-593-5224
Lowell……………… 
………………………………………………………..
978-727-1803
GRASPNorthshorema@ gmail.com
 
The Parents Forum
Cambridge ,MA ………Eve Sullivan …617-253-7182
 

 
 
  

PAATHS Program 
774 Alban Street
Across the street from Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA
  1-855-494-4057
 
 

Wicked Sober

Massachusetts Outreach Program
Text – Wicked Sober to – 55469
Or call. 1-855-698-5056
 
 
 
COACHH Program of Hallmark Health
 
Collaborative Outreach and Adaptable 
Care
Includes multidisciplinary team who 
can provide services to any person who:
Has had a Narcan ( Naloxone) reversal 
and was treated at Hallmark Health 
Hospital System
Has visited ER Department of either 
Melrose Wakefield or Lawrence Memo-
rial Hospital More than 10x in a year
Is a pregnant women with a Substance 
use Disorder who is planning to deliver 
at Melrose Wakefield Hospital or who 
has already delivered a baby there who 
is diagnosed with
 
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome ……..
( NAS )
Is a group of problems that occur in 

a newborn who is exposed to opiate 
drugs while the mother is pregnant ..
——————————-
On line Facebook Support groups
 
Grasp………( Closed Group )
 
A Mothers Hope……(Closed Group )
 
Before the Petals fall.Magnolia family 
addiction Support……(Closed Group )
 
Magnolia New Begin-
nings……………….(Closed Group)
 
Boston Recovery support Group
 
Amethyst Recovery Mom’s corner 
………..(Closed Group)
 
———————–
COASA: Children of Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse
 
COASA supports children of alcohol-
ism and substance abuse by serving as 
an advocate for them in community 
forums and by developing supportive 
educational groups for children of 
alcoholics and other substance abusers 
in Boston..
Provides children with framework for 
understanding what they are experienc-
ing and teaches them to break the “don’t 
talk, don’t trust, don’t feel” rules they 
live with at home. they learn the 7 Cs :
 
They didn’t CAUSE it
can’t CURE it
can’t CONTROL it
can take CARE of themselves 
can COMMUNICATE their feelings
can make healthy CHOICES and CEL-
EBRATE being themselves ..
 
COASA c/o Maureen McGlame
Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action 
Corp.
11 Beacon Street
Boston MA. 02108
 
Tel : 617-2274183
Fax: 617-227-2069
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The Somerville News Weekly on the Run 
at Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security

Stop in at Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security in Somer-
ville and pick up your free copy of the Somerville News 
Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing minutes the good people of 
Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security will give you the 
very best low price on Automatic Car Starters, Alarms, 
Sterio and Speakers for your vehicle with a free price 
quote within minutes!
Check them out at 234 Monsignor O’Brien Hwy on the 
Cambridge/Somerville line and tell them we sent you!
(617)876-3200

The Somerville News 
Weekly Now has a 

“Drive-thru” on the 
Run at

 Winter Hill Bakery

When you’re on the run and need a 
Somerville News Weekly simply drive into 
the heart of Broadway at Winter Hill Bak-
ery thats located next to the Winter Hill 
Post Office at 318 Broadway, Somerville 
and simply ask for your “Somerville News 
Weekly Print Edition Newspaper” with a 
friendly smile!
And don’t forget to pick up some fresh 
baked Italian Bread while you’re sit-
ting back reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing minutes!
Check out more Somerville News Weekly 

locations on page 2

The Somerville News Weekly 
on the Run at 

Mt Vernon Restaurant
Stop in at the Mt Vernon Restaurant in Somerville and 
pick up your free copy of the Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing minutes the good people of 
the Mt Vernon Restaurant will give you the very best 
meal at reasonable prices! Also try out one their roast 
beef sandwiches at the bar you’ll love it! Check them 
out at 14 Broadway in Somerville and tell them we sent 
you! Check out more Somerville News Weekly loca-
tions on page 2

The Somerville News Weekly On The Run at 
Nuclear Sportinguista Club

You can pick up your copies of the Somerville News Weekly 
at Nuclear Sportinguista Club 282 Mcgrath Highway
Somerville, MA 02143. And while you are there have a cold 
beer and check out there awesome seafood menu!
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Dina DiFilippo, Century 21 North Shore

Century 21 
North Shore

Danvers, 
Massachusetts

.
(781) 953-3685

 “The Somerville News Weekly!”
WE GET NOTICED!

Somerville’s #1 Local News Source 

Noelle Salon Hair Extensions 
Boston

“Noelle Born Again” Hair Care Products
NoelleSalon.com

Hours:Tuesday-Friday: 9am-7pm, Saturday: 9am-6pm, Sunday: 10am-3pm by appointment only      
Call Now 781-324-9779

347 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 02148

Like most of us, is your hair feel dry or perhaps it is damaged? Noelle Spinosa owner of NoelleSalon.com created her own line of hair care products which 
consist of shampoo/conditioner and a magical leave in treatment called “Noelle Born Again”. It took years to create her products and she formulated them 
herself. They are made with natural ingredients and you will be amazed as to how your hair feels when you use them. To purchase her product line visit:
https://www.amazon.com/Noelle-Shampoo-Conditioner-Treatment-Extensions/dp/B01NA83BZK/ref=sr_1_1_a_it?ie=UTF8&qid=1480723370&sr=8-
1&keywords=noelle+born+again
She also designed her own hair extension line, Noelle Crown Hair Extensions which apply in seconds with only 3 clips, fully adjustable and made of the best 
quality human hair.
https://www.amazon.com/Noelle-Extensions-Adjustable-Countours-Permanant/dp/B01I3DW418/ref=sr_1_1_a_it?ie=UTF8&qid=1480723655&sr=8-1&key
words=noelle%2Bcrown%2Bhair%2Bextensions&th=1
To reach Noelle call her at 781-324-9779 for more details.

Don’t settle for short or thinning hair! In no time at all you can have long, beautiful hair to compliment your unique style!
Noelle Salon is the industry leader in hair extensions, hair color and hair loss solutions in the greater Boston area with more than 35 years experience. We 
offer same day hair service from coloring and styles to a full hair integration system. We use the highest quality Remy Human Hair Extensions, and we create 
our own wiglet hair pieces. Our specially formulated hair-care product line called “Pure” is now available – created specifically for hair extensions and hair 
replacement pieces. 
We are a Transgender Friendly Salon
For fans of temporary hair extensions, we are proud to announce the launch of Noelle Crown Hair Extensions! 100% European human hair that can be applied 
in 30 seconds or less. Our patent-pending design makes it the easiest to wear yet most secure temporary hair extension available. 15 colors in wavy or straight 
texture that can be flat ironed, curled and styled anyway you’d like including a pony tail! Have the hair of your dreams any day – any time.

Somerville Remembering Peter Saitta

Our condolences go out to the 
Saitta family for the loss of Peter. 
Peter was a Somerville High 
School graduate, a military vet-
eran and a great guy who will be 
sadly missed here in Somerville. 
Obituary of Peter Saitta
Peter Saitta, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, uncle 
and friend passed away suddenly 
on December 25th in his home. 
He was 81 years of age.
Born on June 13, 1935 in the 

West End of Boston, Peter was 
the loving son of the late Frank 
Saitta and Frances (Arena) Saitta. 
Peter was a warm and caring son, 
brother, husband, father, grandfa-
ther, uncle and friend. He will be 
missed by all who knew him.
Peter was predeceased by his wife 
Jeanette (DeCillis) Saitta, with 
whom he shared 56 years of mar-
riage, his brother, Anthony Saitta, 
his sister, Emily (Saitta) Laham. 
He is survived by his sister, Flor-
ence (Saitta) Rhoda and her hus-
band William, his dear children, 
Laura J. Berg and her husband 
Robert and Frank J. Saitta and his 
fiancé Jan DeMeulenaere, his pre-
cious grandchildren, Kara J. Berg, 
Preston Saitta and Madyson Saitta; 
and his many nieces, nephews and 
friends whom he loved dearly.
A graduate of Somerville High 
School and a veteran of the United 

States Army, he received his un-
dergraduate degree and his Mas-
ter’s Degree in Physical Education 
from Boston University. Until his 
retirement, he was a much-loved 
teacher, basketball coach and 
administrator at Wakefield Memo-
rial High School, Boston State 
College and Bunker Hill Com-
munity College, during which 
time he mentored thousands of 
students. For many of his students 
and athletes, he not only touched 
their hearts, he changed their 
lives, providing them the support 
and encouragement they needed 
to succeed in school and in life by 
instilling in them the importance 
of perseverance, character and 
community service. As an educa-
tor and coach, he understood that 
athletics were an extension of the 
classroom and that good coaching 
was good teaching. His student-

athletes have and will continue 
to carry those lessons forward in 
their own lives, keeping his spirit 
alive.
During the course of his career, 
Peter received numerous awards 
and accolades from his peers and 
local organizations, but his most 
prized possessions were his chil-
dren, his precious grandchildren, 
his nieces, nephews and close 
friends.
Despite his failing health, he 
was determined to continue his 
holiday traditions, reminding each 
and every member of his family 
that he had been thinking of them 
not only on Christmas, but in 
the days and weeks leading up to 
the holiday as he assembled his 
trademark “gift bags.”
A kind and generous man with 
a heart of gold, Peter always had 
a joke to tell and a song to sing. 

His love for his family, the way 
he lived his life, and his unend-
ing loyalty to his friends make his 
passing hard to bear but ensure 
that his memory will be eternal.
Dear Loving and Gracious God, 
for sure the heavens are rejoic-
ing and the angels are thrilled to 
welcome their newest member 
who is going to assemble the best 
heavenly basketball team possible. 
May he enjoy a wonderful reunion 
with family and friends who pre-
deceased him and in particular, 
may he once again dance with his 
beautiful bride, Jan.
In lieu of flowers, please consider 
making donations in memory of 
Peter to Boston Medical Cen-
ter Cardiology Department c/o 
Boston Medical Center Office of 
Development 801 Massachusetts 
Avenue, 1st Floor Boston, MA 
02118.

People rarely like to dwell on the 
fact that they or a loved one will die 
someday, even though it’s an inevitable 
part of life.
From a practical standpoint, we would 
make preparations to ensure that survi-
vors aren’t placed in financial jeopardy, 
and that they know the deceased 
person’s final wishes.
“But the reality is that people procrasti-
nate because the topic is too painful to 
think about,” says Susan Alpert, author 

of Later is Too Late: Hard Conversa-
tions That Can’t Wait (www.susanalp-
ertconsulting.com).
 Alpert, who lost her husband suddenly 
after 46 years of marriage, knows from 
experience about the confusion, chaos 
and disastrous financial consequences 
that occur, and she believes it’s time for 
people to make a change in their think-
ing and planning about death.
 “No one wants to admit that life has 
an end, but picture your spouse, your 
children, your parents, or anyone else 
you hold dear,” she says. “What would 
their lives be like if you died and hadn’t 
properly prepared your estate and legal 
documents?”
Survivors also are often left to make 
decisions about funerals or memorial 

services while they are still grieving. 
Just 23 percent of people over age 50 
have planned for their funeral or burial, 
according to the AARP. Meanwhile, 
funerals come with a hefty price tag 
that keeps rising, with the average cost 
in 2014 at $7,181, according to the 
National Funeral Directors Association.
“Making arrangements for your own 
funeral may feel surreal,” Alpert says. 
“But imagine the pain others will have 
dealing with that if you don’t step up 
and do it for them – and take care of 
the cost now if possible.” 
The good news, she says, is that despite 
the emotion involved, preparing for 
death can be handled over time and at 
your own pace, although it does require 
motivation and organization.

Among the things to consider:
• Collect important documents and 
details in one place. Some of the 
personal information that should be 
gathered together would include names 
of your doctors, your bank accounts, 
Social Security information, life insur-
ance policies, a will and anything else 
that’s critical to your estate. Having all 
the important personal information in 
one place makes a huge difference in 
reducing stress and making the process 
easier for the person or persons left 
behind.
• Plan that funeral. It’s not a pleasant 
topic, but it’s natural to wonder how 
our lives will be honored after death. 
Our vision might not be the same as 
family members, Alpert says, so it’s 

important to decide how and where the 
final resting place will be and whether 
there should a funeral or a memorial 
service. Do you want a burial or crema-
tion? Do you prefer an old-fashioned 
obituary or a simple social media an-
nouncement? 
• Hire experts. “There is a business for 
every need, and the arena of death is no 
exception,” Alpert says. Try contacting 
a team of professionals – attorneys, 
accountants, financial advisors – who 
can help sort through all the financial 
and legal details ahead of time so there 
are fewer challenges to face at the time 
of death.

The Party No One Wants To Plan
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The Somerville News 
Weekly Now has a 

“Drive-thru” on the 
Run

When you’re on the run and 
need a Somerville News Weekly 
simply drive down to the Broad-
way Sunoco Auto Service Center 
thats located at 258 Broadway in 
Somerville across the street from 

Foss Park and simply ask for 
your “Somerville News Weekly 

Print Edition Newspaper” with a 
friendly smile!

And don’t forget to get you ve-
hicle “Inspection Sticker!”
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville News 
Weekly for a few relaxing min-
utes the good people of Broad-
way Sunoco will inspect your 
vehicle and have you on your 
way within minutes!
“We Have an App for that!”

The Somerville News Weekly on the Run
Locations Around The City To Pickup Your Somerville News Weekly When You Want One!

The Somerville News 
Weekly Now on the Run

When you’re on the run and 
need a Somerville News 

Weekly simply drive down to 
Jerry’s Liquor thats located at 
329 Somerville Ave and sim-
ply ask for your “Somerville 
News Weekly Print Edition 
Newspaper” with a friendly 

smile!
And don’t forget to check out 

The Somerville News Weekly on the 
Run at Pat’s Auto Body/Tech Auto Body

Stop in at Pat’s Auto Body/Tech Auto Body 

in Somerville and pick up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!

And while you’re there have them check your 
brakes and entire vehicle!
While you’re sitting back reading your Somer-
ville News Weekly for a few relaxing minutes 
the good people of Pat’s Auto Body and Me-
chanical will check your vehicle out and give 
you a free price quote within minutes!
Check them out at their new location 9 Union 
Square in Somerville!
Call at (617)628-7500 and tell them we sent 
you! New Address-9 Union SQ Somerville

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 

John’s Auto Sales

Stop in at John’s Auto Sales in 
Somerville and pick up your 
free copy of the Somerville 
News Weekly!
And while you’re there check 
out their wide selection of pre-
owned vehicles!
Financing available and Pre-
Approval” often only in 15 
minutes and as always it’s free!
Check them out at 181 Somer-
ville Ave in Somerville!
Call John’s at (617)628-5511 

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run at 
Wedgewood, Crane & 
Connolly Insurance

Stop in at Wedgewood, 
Crane & Connolly Ins
in Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of the 
Somerville News Weekly!
While you’re sitting back 
reading your Somerville 
News Weekly for a few 
relaxing minutes the good 
people of Wedgewood, 
Crane & Connolly Ins will 
give you the very best rate 
on your insurance with a free 
price quote within minutes!

The Somerville News 
Weekly on the Run 
at Nissenbaums Used 
Auto Parts Recyclers

Stop in at Nissen-
baums Used Auto 
Parts Recyclers in 
Somerville and pick 
up your free copy of 
the Somerville News 
Weekly!
While you’re there 
the good people of 
Nissenbaums Used 
Auto Parts Recyclers 
will give you the very 
best low price on any 
parts that you may need 
for your vehicle with a 
free price quote within 

More locations where
 you can pick up 

The Somerville News 
Weekly 

around the city on 
page 2

Somerville News Weekly can be found 
at Somerville City Hall,

Library and
Traffic & Parking

Get The Somerville 
News Weekly On 

The Run at the 
Sausage Wizard 

Now at Assembly 
Row!

Stop in and visit Dom 
the Italian Sausage 
Wizard located down 
at Assembly Square 
in Somerville who 
can be found outside 
Home Depot during 
the week and at As-
sembly Row on the 
weekends as well. Tell 
them that we sent you 
and while your there 
pick up your copy of 
The Somerville News 
Weekly!
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Great Hill Dental Partners  Somerville (617)764-3440

Want to join the ever growing 
number of antique dealers, artists, 
and other service providers here 
at the mills? We’re just as excited 
as you are to have you come check 
out the available space. Space is 
filling quickly. 
Contact Gary P. Decicco directly at 
781-844-9253

 
Come visit the Mills with over40 
antique dealers including Mod 
House, J. Martin Antiques, Boston 
Vintage, Timely Treasures, The 
Fourth Floor Antique Association, 
Antique Classics, and many more!
 
Conveniently located just off Route 

128 in Peabody
Over 250,000 square feet shop 
space available  (781)844-9253
Hours:Tuesday-Friday 11:00am-
5:00pm Saturday-Sunday 11:00am-
6:00pm
 58 Pulaski Street Peabody Mass 
01960
 

We Are Now New England’s Larg-
est Indoor Antique Marketplace!
 
Historic Building and Scenic 
Location Right Near Downtown 
Peabody MA
 
Professionally Managed and 
Maintained

 http://www.themillsatpulaski.com
Over 250,000 Square Feet of 
Property
Rates Starting at $500 Per Month
Space from 500sf to 30,000sf avail-
able

http://www.themillsatpulaski.com

Antique Dealer Space Available at The Mills at Pulaski Place 
New England’s Largest Indoor Antique Marketplace 

Planning A Great Shopping Day Experience Visit Us 
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 Let’s get some perspective in 
2017, shall we?
 
I can’t stand people who say 
“Happy New Year – 2016 
sucked, I hope 2017 is better.” 
Why did 2016 suck for you? 
Trump got elected? Carrie 
Fisher died? Seriously? Grow 
up.
 
Last year was a lousy year if 
you want to call it a lousy year 
because you think it was. It 
was actually a great year. I am 
still alive, I have four healthy 
grandchildren, I celebrated 
my 3rd wedding anniversary, 
I had a heart attack and came 

out on the other end healthier 
than I have been in 30 years, 
Trump won (did I mention 
we were the only paper that 
endorsed him before he was 
the nominee?) – I could go on 
and on – in short, I’d say it was 
an excellent year.
 
Sure some things happened 
that weren’t so awesome – so 
what – are you alive and read-
ing this? That’s an excellent 
thing, isn’t it? Can 2017 be 
better than 2016 – of course it 
can…but only if you allow it to 
be. So be that person.
 
That means putting away 
petty bullshit. That means 
stop running your mouth 
(if this doesn’t apply to you, 
then please ignore that – I 
don’t want some asshat to 
think I accused the entire city 
of running their mouths or 
being stupid – God forbid). 

That means stop pointing your 
finger at others and accus-
ing them of being a racist, a 
xenophobe, a homophobe, 
anti-Muslin, anti-liberal, anti-
whatever. That means stop 
telling make believe stories and 
spreading lies. That means stop 
believing everything you hear 
on Facebook, Twitter and the 
mainstream media. Just stop.
 
Open a book. Research things 
on the internet. Go see a movie 
or a play. Take a few days off 
from work and relax. Travel. 
Do the things you kept putting 
off, because it isn’t worth it to 
keep your dreams at arms-
length. Put your life into per-
spective first before trying to 
sermonize how others should 
live their lives and the way the 
world should be according to 
whomever you listen to.
 
I guess what I am getting at 

is that it’s up to you and only 
you. Trust me – you don’t have 
to make a “resolution” to do 
anything, that’s so 1950’s – just 
do it. There’s plenty of world 
out there, I promise. If you 
really don’t want to interact 
with and/or be annoyed by 
someone else in the commu-
nity, there is literally a million 
things you can do to make sure 
that doesn’t happen. Even in a 
city like Somerville. It isn’t that 
small. You aren’t that impor-
tant. Simplify your life in just 
a few ways and both anger and 
jealousy fall away like a forgot-
ten memory.
 
So when it comes time to 
reassess your life, where you 
want to go with it and what 
you want to do – just be simple 
and realize that you don’t need 
to make amends, you don’t 
need to make a hard-fast list of 
what you want or don’t want 

to do in 2017, you don’t need 
to decide this is the year you 
do whatever. Just go do it, and 
do us all a favor – do it quietly, 
because it’s for you, not for us.
 
Be well in 2017 and make it 
as awesome as you will allow 
yourself to. #GMK #GTBTP

Reality Bites by James A. Norton

550 Pleasant St, Win-
throp, MA 02152

Ask for 
Gary DeCicco 
(617) 846-5262

“Tell them 
we sent you!”

2017 Boat Slips  Available Atlantis Marine Winthrop Call Today!

We Stongly Support Somerville Pop Warner Football & Cheerleading 

  

By Bob Katzen
 The House approved and sent 
to the Senate a bill that would 
allow individuals and busi-
nesses to donate liquor and 
beer to non-profits to serve 

or sell at an auction. Current 
law only allows the donation 
of wine. 
   Some charities and donators 
work around the law by having 
the charity pay for the spirits. 

The business or individual 
then returns the money by 
making a donation to the char-
ity equal to the amount the 
charity paid for it.
   Supporters said this archaic 

law hurts charities by increas-
ing their expenses. They noted 
that it also is foolish to have a 
law that prevents individuals 
and businesses from making a 
charitable contribution.

LAW ALLOWS DONATION OF LIQUOR AND BEER TO NON-PROFITS

PROPOSAL TO PROHIBIT CHILD PASSENGERS UNDER 13 IN FRONT SEAT

By Bob Katzen

The Senate gave initial ap-
proval to a proposal that would 
prohibit a child under age 13 
from riding in the front seat of 
a car unless the motor vehicle 
does not have a rear passenger 
seat or the rear passenger seat 
is occupied by other passengers 

under 13.
    Supporters said that in 
2014, 602 children ages 12 and 
younger died in motor vehicle 
crashes and more than 121,350 
were injured. They noted that 
research and statistics show 
that the back seat is safer for 

kids 13 and under because 
until a child has a mature skele-
ton, the protection provided by 
a seat belt is not as optimal as it 
is for an adult. They noted the 
back seat is safer because it is 
furthest away from three things 
responsible for most injuries 

and deaths: the windshield, the 
dashboard and the airbag. 
   Some people say that the 
backseat recommendation is 
based on population studies, 
and is not always applicable to 
each individual or vehicle.

Sign up now for 
winter 2016-17.
 
This winter, help us 
help you. The City of 
Somerville is looking 
for Somerville teens 
to pair with residents 
in need of shoveling 
assistance during 
upcoming snow 
storms. Addition-
ally, we are asking 
Somerville senior 
citizens and residents 
with disabilities to 
contact us to be 

added to the list. 
Teens and residents 
in need of assistance 
will be paired by the 
City, which has also 
arranged a payment 
structure depend-
ing on the residents’ 
needs. However, pay-
ment is handled in-
dependently between 
the resident and the 
teen with whom they 
are paired.
 Applications are 
available online at 
http://www.somer-

villema.gov/snow, 
or by contacting one 
of the following staff 
members. Paper 
applications for 
seniors and persons 
with disabilities are 
also available at the 
Council on Aging, 
167 Holland Street, 
and for teens at the 
City Hall Annex, 50 
Evergreen Avenue. 
All applicants over 
the age of 18 must 
submit to a CORI 
background check 

to be eligible for the 
program.
 Teens interested 
in signing up for 
shoveling jobs: Chris 
Hosman, CHos-
man@somervillema.
gov, 617-625-6600 
ext. 2406
· Seniors and persons 
with disabilities in 
need of shoveling 
assistance: Connie 
Lorenti, CLorenti@
somervillema.gov, 
617-625-6600 ext. 
2300.

 For additional infor-
mation, visit http://
www.somervillema.
gov/snow, or contact 
Chris Hosman at 
CHosman@somer-
villema.gov or 617-
625-6600 ext. 2406.
 The City of Somer-
ville does not 
discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, 
religion, age, national 
origin, disability or 
any other protected 
category. Auxiliary 
aids and services, 

written materials in 
alternative formats, 
and reasonable mod-
ifications in policies 
and procedures 
will be provided to 
qualified applicants 
and employees with 
disabilities free of 
charge, upon request.
If you need auxiliary 
aids and services for 
effective communi-
cation, written ma-
terials in alternative 
formats, or reason-
able modifications in 

policies and pro-
cedures in order to 
access this program, 
please contact the 
ADA Coordinator no 
later than seven (7) 
business days before 
the scheduled event 
at the address noted 
below:
Betsy M. Allen          
167 Holland Street, 
Room 207
ballen@somervil-
lema.gov 
(617) 625-6600, Ext. 
2323 (Voice)  

City Pairs Youth with Seniors, Persons with Disabilities for Assistance with Snow Shoveling
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“Winter Hill Bank a Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906”

“The Somerville News Weekly 
2016 Best of the Best of Somerville Awards”

Accounting-Paula A. Vancini,CMA Vancini Account-
ing & Tax
Advertising-Somerville News Weekly
Apartments-Patricia Ng Century 21 Commonwealth
Architects-Federal Realty
Assisted Living-Somerville VNA
Attorneys-Mike Dwyer & Sean O’Donovan
Auto Repair Shops-GE Auto Repair 629 Som Ave
Auto Body Shop-Pat’s/Tech Auto Body 9 Union Square
Bakeries-Winter Hill Bakery
Banks-Winter Hill Bank
Bars-Casey’s Bar Broadway
Barber Shop-Coco Flow Style Barber Shop 85 Brodawy
Best Beauty Salons-Polished Mane Salon 449 Somerville 
Ave
Best Idea in 2016-LOWER SPEED LIMIT IN SOMERVILLE
Best Facebook Poster-Frank Santangelo
Best Quote-Mayor Curtatone ” Hit The Lights Frankie”
Best Boss-Steve Makey Som Chamber of Commerce
Best Manager-Kim Moss Som COA
Best Police Officer-Robert Hickey
Best Fireman-Jay McKenzi
Best Politician-Dennis Sullivan
Best teller-Catherine Santandare Bank Broadway
Best Waitress-Linda Brown Mt Vernon
Best Restaurant- Mount Vernon Restaurant
Best Waiter-Mike Delgizzi Mt Vernon
Best Bartender-Joe Nargi Casey’s Bar
Best Department Head-Cindy Hickey
Best Newspaper-Somerville News Weekly
Best Burger-RF O’Sullivan & Son’s Beacon Street
Car Dealers (New)-Herb Chambers
Car Dealers (Used)- Johns Auto Sales
Car Insurance-Agencies-Wedgewood, Crane & Con-
nolly Davis Square
Car Rental-Enterprise Rentals Som Ave
Carpet Cleaners-DiTucci’s Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Catering Services-Mt Vernon Restaurant
Best Chef-Delio Susi West 7 Bistro
Best City Event-July 3rd Fireworks
Chiropractors-Outback Physical Therapy
149 Highland Ave
Clothing-Brooks Brothers Assembly Row

City of Somerville Department Head-Cindy Hickey
Best Dressed Somervillian-Danny Cafferty
City of Somerville Good Deed-Opening the Deanna 
Cremin Playground
Coffee Shops-Neighborhood Restaurant Bow St
Communications-Cambridge Mobile Sound 
Computer Services-Somerville Computers 238 Som Ave
Construction-Steve & Sons of Somerville
Day Spas-Kaya Beauty Spa & Salon92 Highland Ave
Dentists-Great Hill Davis Square
Portuguese Food-JJ Food Store McGrath Hwy
Peruvian Gourmet-Machu Picchu Rest 307 Som Ave
Doctors-Dr David Menon Bow St 
Donut Shop-Union Square Donut
Delis-Victor’s Deli Broadway
Education-Somerville High School
Electricians-Bent Electrical Contractors
Plumbers-Somerville Plumbing Ray Snow
Gas & Heating-Pavidis Plumbing & Heating
Electronics-Cambridge Mobile Sound & Security
Engineering-Design Consultants 120 Middlesex Ave
Event Planning-Arts at the Armory Highland Ave
Financial Services-Winter Hill Bank Broadway
Florists-Bostonian Highland Ave
Gas Stations-Broaway Sunoco 258 Broadway
Grocery Stores-Tony’s Food Land Broadway
Hardware-Supreme Paint & Wallpaper 729 Broadway
Hotels-Som Holioday Inn
Industrial Equipment-
Insurance Agencies-Wedgewood, Crane & Connolly
Davis Square
Liquor Store-Jerry’s Liquor 329 Som ave
Internet Services-Somerville Computers 238 Som Ave
Jewelers-Wagner Jewlers Som Ave
Medical Services-Mount Auburn Health Care Bow St
Movie Theaters-Loews Assembly Row
Moving Companies-Gentle Giant
Nightclubs-PA’s LoungeSom Ave
Opticians-International Optical  311 Somerville Ave
Pizza-Pini’s Pizza Broadway
Pest Control-Best Pest Elm Street
Pet Stores-RiverDog 321 Somerville Ave
Photographers-Marfione Studio 179 Washington St

Post Office Branch-Union Square Branch
Real Estate-Patricia Ng Century 21 Commonwealth
Italian Restaurants-Pescatori Rest Ball Square
Indian Restaurants-Diva Indian Bistro 246 Elm Street
Ethnic Restaurants-Masala Casual Indian restaurant 
1127 Broadway
Bar-B-Que Restaurants-Red Bones 55 Chester St
Breakfast Restaurants-Neighborhood Rest Bow St
Lunch Restaurants-Caseys on Broadway
Chinese Restaurants-Yuki Shabu-Chinese Gourmet 16 
Bow St
Best Taxi Cab Service-Green & Yellow Cab of Som
Roofing Contractors-CARROLL SONS ROOF/GUTTERs
Security-Cambridge Mobile Sound/Security McGrath Hwy
Shopping Plaza-Twin City 14 McGrath Hwy
Shopping Mall-Assembly Row
Storage-Extra Space Storage Som Ave
Subs-Angelina’s 230 Holland St 
Tow Company-Pat’s Towing Service
Travel Agencies-Chang ExpressTravel 192 Broadway
Veterinarians-Mount Auburn Vetenary Beacon St
Yoga Studios-Samara Yoga Davis Square

Somerville News Weekly Reader’s Favorite #1 Somerville Choice In Each Category
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15 Month CD 

1.35% APY* 

30 Month CD 

1.50% APY* 

CustomServe CD 
Choose your own rate and term in the 

Cer�cate of Deposit that works best for you. 

winterhillbank.com 
800-444-4300 Connecting All Offices 

A Mutual Bank Serving the Community Since 1906 

*Annual Percentage Yield  (“APY”) is effective 01/04/2017.  This offer may be subject to change or be withdrawn without prior notice.  Minimum 
opening deposit and minimum balance required to obtain “APY” is $500.  Substantial penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Fees may reduce 
earnings. 

Corporate Office:  342 Broadway, Somerville  Loan Center:  337 Broadway, Somerville 
Operations Center:  371 Summer Street, Somerville  

Branch Offices:  5 Cutter Avenue, Somerville   271 Main Street, North Reading 


